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“Remove not the ancient LANDMARK which thy fathers have set.”—SorLoMoN.

“There shall be the most perfect unity of obligation, of discipline, of working
the Lodges, of making, passing, and raising, instructing, and clothing Brothers;
0 that but one pure umnsullied system, according to the genuine LaNDMARKS,
laws, and traditions of the Craft, shall be maintained, upheld, and practircd,
throughout the Masonic world.”"—ARTICLES oF UN10N.

““In the Grand Lodge residee the power of enacting laws and regulations for
the government of the Craft, and of altering, repealing, and abro‘gatiu them,
provided that they continue to preserve the ancient LANDMARKS of the Order.”
—CONSTITUTIONS.

“You faithfully promise to obey the original laws, charges, and regulations ot
this ancient and honourable Institution, and to preserve the ancient LANDMARKS
of the Order to the utmost of your power.”—LECTURES.

“The M. W. Grand Master addressed the Brethren on the subject of tho
Lectures; when he stated that it was his opinion, that so long as the Master of
any Lodge observed exactly the LANDMARKS of the Craft, he was at liberty to
give the tures in the language best suited to the character of the Lodge over
which he presided.”-—QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION, Dec. 1819,



LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS TO VOL. IL

Portrait of the Author
Allegorical Engraving of the Royal Order of H R. D. M.
Tracing-board of the degree of Knight of the Sun

lis,

Emblem of the degree of Red Cross of Rome and Constautine .

Allegorical Engraving of the Arches of Enoch

Diagram of the cruciforin arrangement of the Stones in the

Foundation of the Temple.

Judea captu .

Diagrams of the most holy Swno in the Foundat:ons of the

Temple
The Pectoral

Cruciform Temple of the ancient Drulds
Diagrams of the Altar, the Cross, and T'riple Tau

The Greek Cross
Seal of Solomon. .

.

.

.

.

182
294

364
437
445
445



Digitized by GOOS[G




ANALYTICAL TABLE OF COI;JTE.N'FS

TO VOLUME IL

LECTURE XXV. (Third degree.)

Part I.—A GENERAL VIEW oF ALL THE ORDERS AND DEGREES oF Ma-
SONRY WHICH WERE PRACTISED IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY.-—Predi-
lection for the number Three, p. 3. Three Degrees of Masonry, 4.
Innovations, ib. The Sublime Degrees, ib. Royal Order of H. R.
D. M., account of the, 5. The Knights Hospitallers, 6. Freema-
soury in the reign of Charles II., 7. New Degrees, 8. Ramsay's
Degrees, ib. Scotch Masonry, so called, 9. Female Lodges insti-
tuted, ib. :

Parr II.—Masonic InNovaTioNs—The Petit Elu, 10. Schisms in
Masonry, ib. The Supreme Tribunal, 11. The Rose Croix, ib.
Freemasonry prohibited, ib. Chapter of Clermont, ib. The Strict
Observance, 12. Emperor of the East and West, ib. King of Prus-
sia becomes the Grand Master of Continental Masonry, ib. The
Sublime Degrees introduced into the New World, 13. Zinnendorff's
Masonry, ib. Hunde’s Masonry, ib. Ecossais, or Scotch Masonry, 14.
The Grand Orient formed, ib. Knigge’s Masonry, ib. The Hermetic
Masonry, 1b. .

Parr III.—Masonic Scaisms.—Different systems in operation, 16.
Chevalier du Soleil, ib. The Mopses, ib. Lodges of Adoption, ib.
Le Mare Loge Ecossais, its system, ib. Cagliostro’s Masonry, 17.
Order of Mizraim, ib. Illuminism founded, ib. Bahrdt’s Masonry, 18.
Assembly at Wilhelmsbad, ib. Eclectic Masonry, ib. The Royal
Order of H. R D. M., 19. Rite Ancien et Accepte, ib. Prince of
the Royal Seciet, 20. Chapitre Metropolitain formed, ib. Andro-
gynal Masonry, ib.

Parr IV.—The French Lodges, 21. The system in England, ib. ; in Scot.
land, 22 ; in Ireland, ib.; in Germany, and other Continental nations,
ib.; in America. 23. Nomenclature of Masonry,ib. A hundred and
fifty Degrees enumerated ib. v



viti CONTENTS.

LECTURE XXVI.

THE TrACING-BOARD OF THE I'HiRD DEGREE ExPLAINED.—Characteris-
tics of Masonry, 95. Emblems of mortality, 96 ; the coffin, ib. ; the
sprig of cassia, 97. Traditions, ib. Emblems on the coffin explained,
98 Resurrection from the dead, ib. Fidelity, ib. Skull and bones, 99.

LECTURE XXVII.

LeGEND ~v 19E THIRD DEGREE, WITH SOME CONJECTURES ON JTR PROBA-
BLE ORIGIN AND SYMBOLICAL REFERENCE.—The legend, 113. Union
of Speculative and Operative Masonry, 114. Origin of the legend,
ib.; its meaning, ib. Abel, a type of the Messiah, 115. Types and
allegories, ib. Progressive character of the three Degrees, ib: A
type of the Christian dispensation, 116. The true design of Mason-
ry, ib.

LECTURE XXVIIIL
THE NATURE AND DESIGN OF FREEMASONRY BEFORE THE FLOOD.— Practice
of morality, 127. History of the mountain of Moriah, ib. Freema-
sonry of the race. of Seth, 128. Vision of Enoch, ib. ; his subterra
nean temple, 129. Wickedness of the antediluvian world, 130.
Enoch's pillars, ib. ; his final exhortation, 131.

LECTURE XXIX.

WorLpLY PossessioNns.—Tubal Cain the inventor of certain arts, 141;
an artificer in brass, ib. Rude state of the first inhabitants of the
world, 142. The art of working in metals, ib. Worldly possessions,
how acquired, 143. Operative Masonry invented, ib.; and the me-
chanical arts, 144.

LECTURE XXX.

I'ne Hory Lopae.—Deliverance of the children of Israel, 151. DBattle
with the Amalekites, ib. Mount Sinai, 152. The tabernacle erected,
ib. The Holy Lodge opened, ib. Superstitions of the Israelites, 153.
The golden calf set up, 154. Ceremonies of its worship, ib. The
tabernacle described, 155. The Most Holy place, ib. Decorations of
the tabernacle, ib. A aymbol of the church of Christ, 156.

LECTURE XXXI.

Tue TeMPLE OF SoLOMON AND THE SAcRED Loper.—Symbolical Ma-
sonry, 171.  Model on which a Freemasons’ I.odge is formed, 172.
Stones for building the temple carved, marked, and numbered, ib.
Rich decorations of the temple, ib. Resemblance between the temple
and a Masons’ Lodge, 173. Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty, ib. Solo-




OONTENTS. X

mon classes the workmen, 174. Preparing the foundations, ib.
Discovery in the bowels of mount Calvary,ib. The Sacred Lodge
opened, 175.

- LECTURE XXXII.

T'HE DECORATIONS OF THE TEMPLE AND TRE 80URCEKS oF K1NG SoLomox's
weALTH.—Ornaments of public buildings and of the temple, 185
Cost of the temple considered, 186. Solomon’s riches exhaustless, ib.
The precious metals plentiful in the time of Solomon, 187. Wea|th
of the Romans, 188 ; of Xerxes, ib. ; of the Persians, ib.; Rich deco-
rations of the temples of India, 189. Wealth unequally distributed,
ib.

LECTURE XXXIIL

TreE ARk oF THE CoveNaNT.—The ark described, 201 ; by whom made,
202. The propitiatory, ib.; an emblem of peace and alliance, ib.; a
type of Christ, 203. Urim and Thummim, ib. The tabernacle and
its appendages, a type of a Masons’ Lodge, ib. Pot of manna, 204.

LECTURE XXXIV. ( The Royal Arch.)

)N THE INCREASE OF FREEMASONRY FROM ITS RKVIVAL IN 1717.—Univer-
sality of the Order, 213. The Landmarks unalterable, ib. Masonic
schisms, ib. Ancient and modern Masonry, so called, union of, 214.
Spread of the science, 215. Number of Lodges and Brethren, ib.
Operation of the system in America, 216. Modification of the Con-
stitutions, ib. Seven classes of the Rite Ancien et Accepté, 217.
Names of the thirty-three degrees, ib. Auxiliary degrees, 218.

LECTURE XXXV.

Tae Rovar ArcH TracING-BoARD.—Symbols on the Tracing-board, 243.
Its form, 244. Mosaic floor,ib. Double triangle, ib. Reference of
the luminaries, 245. Throne and canopy, ib. System in the United
States, ib. Second Tracing-board described, ib. Morality of the
Tracing-board, 246.

LECTURE XXXVI.

Tur «1NEFFABLE DEgrERs.—Decorations and appointments, 255. Ac-
count of a crime committed by some Tyrian workmen, ib. Chapter of
Intendants, 256. Establishment of the degree of the Nine Elected
Knights, ib. History of the degree of the Illustrious Elected of Fif-
teen, 257 ; and of the Sublime Knights elected, ib. Institution of
the degree of Illustrious Masters, and of the Priestly Orders, it. His.



X CONTENTS.

tory of the degrec of Intimate Secretary, 258. Solomon's apostacy,
ib. Elect and Perfect Masters, 259.

LECTURE XXXVIIL

Tue Sacrep Rorv.—Symbolical Masonry, what it is, 271. The ten
tribes forsake Rehoboam, ib. Disobedience of the Jews, 272. The
sacred writings lost, ib. Josiah repairs the temple, 273. Hilkiah
finds the sacred roll, ib. Huldah conceals the copy, 274.

’

LECTURE XXXVIIL

Tue Caprivity IN BavLoN.—Nebuchadnezzar invades Judea, 281 ;
takes Jerusalem and destroys the temple, 282. The captives not con-
demned to slavery, ib. Some of the Jews distinguished at Babylon,
ib. Meet in schools or lodges, 2863. Pythagoras instructed by Daniel,
ib. Introduces Jewish Masonry into Greece, ib.

LECTURE XXXIX.

THE GRAND AND RovaL Lopee.—Grief of the captives in Babylon, 291.
Edict of Cyrus, ib. Some of the Jews demur, 292. Z. H. and J.
lead them from Babylon, ib. Grand Lodges in Chaldea, 293. The
Grand and Royal Lodge, ib. Construction of the Sanhedrim, ib.

LECTURE XL.

Tue Seconp TempLE.—The Jews set up an altar, 303. The foundations
of the temple cleared, and a discovery made, ib. Footstone of the
temple laid, 304. Grief of the aged men, ib. . The Samaritans retard
the work, 305. Reign of Darius, ib. ; his decree, 306. The building
progresses, ib. The Grand and Royal Lodge opened, ib. Ezra visits
Jerusalem, ib. Nehemiah appointed governor of Judea, 307. Dedi-
zation, ib.

LECTURE XLI.

Tue BurNing Busn.—The Israelites in Egypt, 319. The Egyptians
afraid of them, ib. "Moses preserved, 320. The Egyptian spurious
Freemasonry, ib. Moses flees to Midian, 321. The burning bush, ib.
Who it was that appeared in the fire, ib. Descent of the Deity, con-
sequences of the, 322, The day of judgment, ib.

LECTURE XLII.

I‘Hl FALL AND RESTORATION OF OUR FirsT PARENTS.—Adam and Eve
in Paradise, 333. Freemasonry of Adam, ib. Happiness in the Gar.
den of Eden, 334. Eve tempted, ib. ; and fell, ib. Our first parents hide
themselves, ib. Origin of signs, 335. Expulsion from Paradise, ib.



CONTENTS. Xi

The Shekinah, ib. Tue Urear Prouisg, 336. Design of the tempter,
ib. -The promise realized in Christ,ib. The serpent’s head braiscd,
ib. Advent of the Messiah, 337.

LECTURE XLII.

Tae PriestLy OrpErs.—Establishment of a priesthood, 353. The high
priest appointed, 354. His vestments, ib. ; their symbolical meaning,
ib. Stones in the Pectoral, 355; their reference, ib. Urim and
Thummim explained, 356 ; Symbolical reference of the, 357. The
high priest’s mitre, ib. Virtue of the mysterious name of God, ib.
The atonement of Christ, ib.

" LECTURE XLIV.

Tae TerracramMmatoN.—First revelation of the Sacred Name, 375.
‘What the name was, ib. Ten names of the Deity, 376. Name not to
be profaned, ib. The right pronunciation of it lost, 377. The name
introduced into Freemasonry, 378. The Tetragrammaton performs
miracles, ib. ; was Christ, ib.

LECTURE XLV.

Tae Caup or IsraeL.—History of the Israelites, 391. Occasions of
their dissatisfaction, 392 ; their complaints, ib. How marshalled in
the wilderness, 393. Their numbers, ib. ; and state of discipline, 394.
Arrangement of the camp, ib. The plague of serpents, 395. The
brazen serpent, ib. The prophecy of Balaam, ib. The types of a
better dispensation, 396. '

LECTURE XLVI.

T'ase Banners oF THE TweLveE TriBes.—Devices on the banners, 407.
Banners in the division of Judah, ib.; of Reuben, 408; of Ephraim,
ib.; and of Dan, 409. The destination of the tribe of Levi, ib.
Sustained in the wilderness by Jehovah, 410.

LECTURE XLVIL
Tue Rop oF Moses.—The rod changed into a serpent, 417. Rods of
the magicians, ib. Conjectures on the obstinacy of Pharaoh, 418.
Science of Magic, ib. Punishment of the Egyptians, 419. Case of
the Egyptian ladies considered, 420. Agent of the plagues, ib. Gene-
ral use of the rod, or staff, throughout the world, ib. The royal
sceptre, ib. The Egyptians dismissed, 421.

' LECTURE XLVIIL
Tux Trrerk Tav.—Signs of Masonry, 431. Use of the single cross,



Xii CONTENTS.

432. The mark in Ezekiel, ib. A symbol of innocence, ib. ; and ot
life, ib. Croes in the caverns of initiation, ib. ; used in chemistry and
heraldry, 433. Sign of the Cross, ib. The triple tau a distinction in
a Royal Arch Chapter, ib. Reference to the three great lights of
Masonry, 434. ‘L'he triple tau cross supposed by some to be a Nilo-
metre, ib. Whether it was known to the Jews, ib. Used in the early
ages of Christianity, ib.

LECTURE XLIX.

Tue DEPARTURE OoF THE SCEPTRE FROM JuDpAH.—Falling away of the
Jews, 447. The temple profaned, ib. The abomination of desolation,
ib. The sceptre about to depart, 448. The appearance of the Prince
of Peace, ib. The wise men from the East adore the new born babe, ib.
The Jews still a distinct people, ib. The sceptre departing, 449. Di-
visions amongst the Jews, ib. The temple destroyed by Titus, ib.
The holy mountain polluted, ib. The sceptre finally departs, 450.

LECTURE L.

TrE CoroLLarY.—Principal object of the Lectures, 459. The great
atonement, ib. A knowledge of T. G. A. O. T. U. embodied in Free-
masonry, ib. Types in the Landmarks, 460. Freemasonry refers to
Christianity, ib. Views of the reformers of the Order in 1717, 461 ;
of still more ancient Masons, ib. ; and at the re-union in 1813, 462.
Christian tendency of Freemasonry, 463. Division of the lectures,
ib. The Royal Arch, ib. Introductory lectures, ib. Observations
on the notes, 464. Sciences promulgated Yy Freemasonry.ib. The
benefits which it conveys to society, 465.



THIRD DEGREE.



_ %The third, or Master Mason’s Degree, leads to that great truth which the sub-
limest part of even the heathen mysteries, though it seldom succeeded, was
intended to toach; and the faithful believer was assured of a future life and im-
mortality beyond the grave. And whereas the heathens had taught this only by

. the application of a fable to their purpose; the wisdom of the pious Grand Mas'cr
of the Israclitish Masons took advantage of a real circumstance which would
more forcibly impress the sublime truths he intended to inculcate upon the minds
of all Brethren."—ARCHDEACON MANT.

‘“In the lectures of this degree, every circumstance that respects government
and system. ancient lore and deep research, curious invention and ingenious dis-
covery, is collected, and accurately traced; while the mode of practising our
vites, on public as well as private occasions, is satisfactorily explained. Among
the Brethren of this degree, the landmarks of the Order are preserved; and from
them is derived that fund of information, which expert and ingenious Craftsmen
only can afford, whose ju nt has been matured by years afd expericnce. To
a complete knowledge of these lectures few attain; but it is an infallible truth,
that be who acqures by merit the mark of pre-eminence to which this degree en-
titles him, receives a reward which amply compensates tor all his past diligence
and assiduity.”—PRESTON.

‘“In the ceremonial of the Third Degree, the last grand mystery is attempted
to be illustrated in a forcible and peculiar manner, shewing by striking analogy,
that the Master-Mason cannot be deemed perfect in the glorious ~cience, 'till by
the cultivation of his intellectual powers he has gained such moral government
of his passions, such serenity of mind, that in synonymous apposition with Mas-
tership in operative art, his thoughts like his actions have become as useful as
human intelligence will permit: and that having passed through the trials of life
with fortitude and faith, he is fitted for that gran(i solemn, and mysterious con-
summation, by which alone he can become acquainted with the great secret of
Etcrnity. Unlike the E. A. and F. C. who each anticipate improvement as they
advance, the Master-Mason can learn nothing beyond the Third Degree; his
hopes therefore, with his thoughts and wishes, should be directed to the Grand
Lodge above, where the world’s Great Architect lives and reigns for ever. The
ceremonial and the lecture beautifully illustrate this zll-engrossing subject, and
the conclusion we arrive at, is, that youth properly directed lends us to honour-
able and virtuous mntuw, and that the life of man regulated by morality, faith,
aud justice, will be rewarded at its closing hour by the prospect of Eternal Bliss.”

From Dr. Cruckrix MSS. (Hitherto unpublished.)



LECTURE XXV.

NUMBER OF DEGREES NAMED OR ILLUSTRATED IN THIS LECTURE.

Royal Order of Bruce 2—The Temple 5—Order of Perfect Happiness (andro.
) 4—Order of Clermont 3—Order of Strict Observauce 1 er of Mount
ﬁubox"’(andr yne) 9—Order of Mizraim 90—Order of the Illuminati 9—Rite
de la Vielle Bru 9—Rite des Elus Coens 9—Rite des Ecossais 80—Rite des
Chevaliers Bienfaisants 12—Rite de Ancien et Accepte, classcs 7—Rito de
Ancien et Accepte, degrecs 33—Rite of Namur erman Rore Croix 9—
System of the Royal York at Berlin 9—8ystem of Zinnendorff 7—System of
Swedenborg 13—System of Chartannier 9—System of Tschoudy 6—System
»f Scroeder lﬂ—Slvstem of Caglivstro (androgyne) 6—S8ystem of Fessler 6—
System of Via_ng 6—System of Page’11—8ystem of La Rouge 7—8ystem of
Lemanceau 7—SBystem of Hecart 5—System of Pyron 43—System of (author
unknown) 33—S8ystem of Peuvret 81— ge_tem of the Grand (‘;rient of France
7—System of Fustier 64—La Petit Elu 3—Philosophical Masonry 12—Adon-
hiramite Masonry 11—Elu de la Verite 14— The German Union 22—Elus 33—
Metropolitan Chapter of France 100—Persian Philosophors (androgyne) 10—
lssvaed'}nhml{fgzlnry 12—Adoptive Masonry (androgyne) 5—General Masonry
. To .

PART I.

A GENERAL VIEW OF ALL THE ORDERS AND DEGREES
OF MASONRY WHICH WERE PRACTISED IN THE EIGH-
TEENTH CENTURY.

¢ Besides thosc degrees which are in regular succession, most of the
inspectors are in possession of a number of detached degrecs, given in
difterent parts of the world, and which they generally communicate, free
of expense, to those Brethren who are high enough to understand
them.”—Davrcno.

“ Within our own time mysterious inscriptions and characters have
been found among the rubbish of eastern cities, over whose ruins more
than forty centuries have rolled, which called forth the wonder of the
curious, and puzzled the most learned antiquary, and which none have
been found competent to decypher, save those who are versed in the
higher orders o Masonry.”—({'aulox BEFORE THE GRAND LoDGE or
RuopEe IsLanp.

In the practice of primitive Freemasonry,! our ancient
Brethren had a great regard for the number Turee. It
formed, as it were, the basis of the-Order, and not only
the details, but the institution itself was modelled on an
observance of its peculiar properties. From the very



4 HISTORICAL LANDMARKS

beginning of time this number was had in great reve-
rence; for it was founded on the most sublime mystery
of religion, and was transmitted through all the systems
which the ever-varying theories of men induced them to
adopt as modes of worship to the Supreme Being.? In
conformity with this arrangement, the symbolical science
of Freemasonry,® as it is now called,* was divided into
three parts or degrees, and the candidates for admission
were advanced step by step with deliberate caution,’ and
at great distances of time,® as their merit night entitle
them to promotion.” Nor were they allowed initiation
at all, if they did not disglay the necessary courage and
fortitude during the probationary ceremonies, some of
which were of great severity, and extended duration.® It
was, however, subsequently found necessary to split the
final degree into two or more portions, each of which
assumed the form of a separate grade.® And this disposi-
tion continued till about the beginning of the last cen-
tury, when, in consequence of some schisms'® which
disturbed the Lodges on the continent of Europe," several
successive innovators made their appearance on the Ma-
sonic stage,'? and introduced a series of novelties,”® under
specious names, which were eagerly embraced cither by
one party or another," until, in process of time, they be-
came incorporated with pure Freemasonry,”” and were
received as part and parcel of the institution.'

Such is the attachment of the human mind to distinc-
tion, and so great is the propensity to innovation, par-
ticularly when coupled with mystical and complex
forms, and splendour of display, that we need not
wonder if we find the new orders and degrees in high
request, and that they should for a time throw ancient
symbolical Masonry into the shade. Wonderful revela-
tions and sublime discoveries in the science were an-
nounced; and, being nobly patronised, new theories were
ultimately engrafted on the parent stock, until, at length,
having passed through the alembic of repeated trial and
consideration, they settled down to about forty degrees,”
which are practised on the continent at this day, under
the sanction of the several governing bodies, as I shall
endeavour to explain.

It will be interesting, as well as useful, to trace the
progress of these innovations. The sublime degrees are
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said to have been practised in Scotland, inmediately after
the first crusade;® but owing to adverse circumstances,
they declined,” and would have been altogether lost, if
a Scottish nobleman, who was on a visit to France in
1744, had not re-established them in a Lodge at Bourdeaux.
It will be needless to add, that this account is fabulous,?
although it is gravely asserted by the Inspectors-generul,
in a circular agreed to by the Supreme Council assembled
at Charlestou in 1802, and published for distribution
throughout the two hemispheres. And it is doubtful
whether there be any degrees which are capable of sub-
stantiating a just claim to antiquity, except the three
symbolical ones; and those appear, from evidence which
is indisputable, to have been in existence from a remote
and unknown period.*

The only high degree to which an early date can be
safely assigned,” is the royal order of H. R. D. M.,
founded by Robert Bruce, in 1814; and very little is
known about it out of Scotland. Its history in brief
refers to the dissolution of the Order of the Temple.®
Some of these persecuted individuals* took refuge in
Scotland, and placed themselves under the protection of
Robert Bruce,® and assisted him at the battle of Bannock
Burn,® which was fought on St. John’s day, 1314,7
After this battle, the Royal Order was founded;® and
from the fact of the Templars having contributed to the
victory,” and the subsequent grants to their Order by
King Robert, for which they were formally excommuni-
cated by the church,® it has by some persons been iden-
tified with that ancient military Order.®! But there are
sound reasons for believing that the two systems were
unconnected with each other.®

The Royal Order of H. R. D. M. had formerly its chief
seat at Kilwinning, and there is every reason to think
that it and St. John’s Masonry were then governed by
the same Grand Lodge. But during the sixteenth and
seventeenth cencuries, Masonry was at a very low ebb in
Scotland, and it was with the greatest difficulty that
St. John’s Masonry was preserved.® The Grand Chapter
of H. R. D. M. resumed its functions about the middle
of the last century, at Edinburgh; and in order to pre-
serve a marked distinction between the Royal Order and
Craft. Masonry, which had formed a Grand Lodge there
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in 1736, the former confined itself solely to the two
degrees of H. R. D. M. and R. 8. Y. C. 8.

The first of these degrees may not have been originally
Masonic. It appears rather to have been ceunected with
the ceremonies of the early Christians.* The second
degree, which was termed the Grade de la Tour, is
honorary; the tradition being that it was an order .of
knighthood, conferred on the field of Bannock Burn, and
subsequently in Grand Lodge, opened in the abbey of
Kilwinning.® 1t is purely Scotch, and given to Scottish
Masons only ;* or to those who become so by affiliation,
on being registered in the books of the Grand Chapter.”
But no one is regarded as a lawful Brother of H. R. D. M.,
or Knight of R. S. Y. C. 8., until he be acknowledged
by the Grand Chapter of Scotland.®

The three symbolical degrees of Masonry were in
active operation® throughout the whole of the fifteenth
and sixteenth centuries;® and the evidence on which this
fact is based is incontrovertible.# In Germany and other
countries, Grand Lodges were formed, and the Brethren
governed on constitutional principles.® In 1519, we
find mention of a Lodge at Amsterdam,® and, a few
years later, there were nineteen Grand Lodges in Eu-
rope;* and, although no records exist to shew the num-
ber of private Lodges under each banner,* we have every
reason to believe that the Craft was in a flourishing
state.

About the year 1560, the Preceptor of the Hospital-
lers, with several of the knights, who, like himself, had
become Presbyterians, assisted by. some esquires and
serving Brethren, met and formed a Chapter at Stirling.*
They assembled for initiation in the adjoining abbey of
Cambus Kenneth,” and subsequently connected them-
selves with a Lodge of Freemasons at Stirling,* which
was patronized by King James.® It is probable that
the whole of the knights had become Magons, but there
appears to be some doubts whether they practised the
symbolical Masonry of the present day.* And it is also
a question which does not admit of a demonstrative
solution, whether the Templars of the crusades were
Brothers of the Masonic Order® Nor can I learn
when the Stirling Templars laid down the sword, and
put on. aprons.? It is clear, however, that they were
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commonly known by the name of -“Cross legged Ma-
sons;”’ but this might be because they were a secret
society,® and members of the Stirling Lodge. It is
thought that the Masonic Templars of England* and
Ireland® sprang from this primitive body,* although it is
not quite clear whether they elected a Grand Prior, or
held a Grand Conclave, and granted charters. But it is
quite certain that, whenever a sufficient number could
be assembled, (never less than nine,) they formed them-
selves into a Chapter, and practised their ceremonies us
Masonic Templars. :

If we survey Freemasonry as it existed in the early
part of the seventeenth century, we shall find it to con-
sist of three degrees only, and them chiefly operative.”
In our own country we search in vain for evidence of a
Lodge of pure speculative Masonry.® The operative
Lodges® preserved and transmitted our secrets,® taught
morality and theoretical science, and received amongst
their members Kings, peers, and prelates, who were
lovers of architectural studies and pursuits;* thus blend-
ing speculative with operative Masonry, uutil the latter
portion was excluded at the revival of the Order in
1717.2  After this period, I regret to say, that Freemna-
sonry does not present the pleasing picture of Brethren
working tagether in harmony and brotherly love®—pro-
moting each other’s welfare, and rejoicing in each otber’s
prosperity.® Ou the, contrary, we find innovation piled
upou innovatien, till the pure and holy system, based on
religion and the love of God, became a Babel of confu-
sion, diverging by gradual steps from purity, until it
degenerated to a system of words and names, of conten-
tion and dispute; and what is more to be lamented, in
some of . its novel grades, it abandoned its secure founda-
tion of revealed rrgigion, and delighted in the religion of
nature, as it was termed, or in plainer language, of iufi-
delity. . e

I'reemasonry flourished during the reign of Charles
11.,” and many new.Lodges were constituted in England.
The king himself was initiated, and frequently attende!
the meetings of the fraternity ;* for they had long becu
the resort of persons of rank and talent who were not
operative. Masons; and the Order was rapidly verging
towards its speculative character, although its mechani-
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cal functions had not been formally suspended, as is evi-
denced by the glorious efforts of science under D. G. M.
Sir C. Wren, in rebuilding the city of London after the
calamitous fire of 1666.”

Towards the close of the seventeenth century, the fol-
lowers of James II., who accompanied the unfortunate
monarch in his exile, carried Freemasonry to France,®
and laid the foundation of that system of innovation®
which subsequently threw the Order into confusion, by
the establishment of a new degree, which they called
the Chevalier Macon Ecossais,” and worked the details in
the Lodge at St. Germains.” This step introduced a
taste for novelties, which successive Brethren of sanguine
temperament did not fail to improve, and many new
degrees were invented™ and practised in the continental
Lodges, although they were not numerous at that period.™
These Lodges became the rendezvous of the partisans of
James, and by their means they held communication
with their friends in England,™ thus giving a political
character™ to the new degrees, which those of simple
Masonry would not bear.™

Between the two unsuccessful attempts to establish
the claim of the Stuarts to the throne of Great Britain,
an enthusiastic admirer of that unfortnnate family made
his appearance on the Masonic stage. He was learned,
pious, and polite; and as Freemasonry had been used as
a tie to cement the adherents of James more closely, so
the Chevalier Ramsay™ made use of the same machine
to extend the interests of the Pretender.® And for the
purpose of excluding all existing Masons who were not
prey wed for partisanship, he invented three new degrees,
which he called Ecossais, Novice, and Knight Templar,”
affirming that they dated their origin from the crusades.
and that Godfrey de Bouillon was the Grand Master.>
These new degrees gave the impulse to the establishment
of the hauts grades, which a French writer very properly
denominates * superfétations.”

In 1725 Freemasonry was practised in Paris, under the
sanction of the Grand Lodge of England, by virtue of
a charter granted to Lord Derwentwater, Maskelyne,
Higuetty, and some other English, and they met at an
eating-house in the Rue de Boucheries. The system
flourished abundantly, having numerous initiations;* and
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it was in this authorised Lodge that Ramsay, who filled
the office of Grand Orator during Lord d’Harnouester’s
Grand Mastership, promulgated his manufactured degrees.
Stimulated by the success of his experiment amongst the
adherents of the Chevalier de St. George, he brought his
system of pretended Scottish Masoury into this country,
with the intention, as is supposed, of extending it indefi-
nitely, if he found it acceptable to the English frater-
nity.2? The attempt, however, failed.** Masonry in Lon-
don was too pure in its principles to countenance innova-
tions of any Kind, and the overtures of Ramsay were
unceremoniously rejected.* He therefore returned to
Paris, where he was received with enthusiasm;®* and his
systemn became the root and stem of so many additional
degrees of Scotch Masonry (so called), that their number
cannot be correctly ascertained.®

At this time mention is made of « Grand Lodge of
Masons in France,” the Duc d’Antin being elected the
Grand Master for life, although the Order appears to
have been under the shade of royal displeasure.® But it
was in reality nothing more than a Provincial Grand
Lodge, holden under a charter from the Grand Lodge of
England.

These sources of amusement™ excited the curiosity of
the female portion of the community® on the continent ;
and their influence proved so effectual, that the Breth-
ren found it necessary to admit them to a participation
in some of the secrets of Masonry.” Accordingly, in 1730,
female Lodges were iustituted; and in 1743 the order
of Perfect Happiness, to which ladies were admitted,
made its appearance.® This led to other androgynal
institutious, until at length female Freemasonry flourished
abundantly, under royal and noble patronage.
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PART II.
MASONIC INNOVATIONS.

“ The attachment of the continental nations to innovation and exter
nal finery, produced the most unwarrantable alterations upon the princi:
ples and ceremonies of the Order. A number of new degrees were cre-
ated ; the office-bearers of the Craft were arrayed in the most splendid
and costly attire ; and the Lodges were trausformed into lecturing rooms,
where the wiser Brethren sported the most extravagant opinions, dis-
cussed the abstrusest questions in theology and political economy, and
broached opinions which were certainly hostile to true religion and sound
government. Such dangerous innovations have not the smallest con-
nexion with the pringiples of Freemasonry. They are unnatural excres-
cences formed by a warm imagination, aud festered by the interference
of designing men.”"—LAURIE.

Weu now approach the period when wholesale innova-
tions were successfully attempted by a series of adventu-
rers for interested purposes; and new degrees were
introduced into the Lodges, not merely with impunity,
but with perfect -triumph. The Masons of Lyons, in
1743, manufactured a degree called *the Petit Elu,” as
a political speculation.® It was deistical ; and it is to be
feared that all the Elus, excepting the Kadoshes which
are still practised,® were but modifications of this perni-
cious degree. It was received with avidity, notwith-
standing its irreligious tendency,”® by all the Lodges into
which it was introduced.” So successful was this
attemgt, that innumerable orders sprang up, as from a
hotbed,® and were divided into three classes,® viz., 1,
symbolical, or blue; 2, capitular, or red; 3, philosophi-
‘cal.'™ In this year an initiation took place, which was
destined to produce a striking effect on the continental
system of Freemasonry. It was that of Frederick, King
of Prussia,' then Prince Royal.?

Two years later, we find great Masonic schisms on the
continent of Europe.® Numerous additional degrees were -
introduced; and the Grand Lodge of France, finding the
innovations of too serious a nature to be passed over in
silence, entered on a deliberate investigation of all the
novel grades, for the purpose of coming to some explicit
conclusion on the subject.* After much anxious enquiry,
the members of the Grand Lodge formed the resolution
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of rejecting all the hauts grades, and extendiug their
sanction solely to symbolical Masonry. This decision
being unacceptable to the innovators, they immediately
constituted themselves into a Grand Lodge, under the
name of ‘“the Supreme Tribunal;” issued charters for
new Lodges, and arranged the sublime degrees, as they
termed them, into classes.® This assumption of power
created additional confusion, and tended to the still fur-
ther deterioration of the Order.®

In 1745, the Prince Charles Edward Stuart was re-
ceived into the Royal Order of Robert Bruce, at Edin-
burgh,” and was elected Grand Master, which office he
held till his death.! A year or two later, the prince,
having effected his escape after the failure of his attempt
on the English crown,® took up his residence in France,
and assumed the Grand Mastership of H.R.D.M.; which,
with some modifications, he put into a new form, and
called it the Rose Croix.® He subsequently established
the Rite de la Vielle-Bru, at Thoulouse, which he denomi-
nated Ecossais Fidéles, in honour of the kind reception
that his aid-de-camp, Sir Samuel Lockhart, had received
from the Masons there.* In this rite the degrees of
Ramsay were blended.? He issued a manifesto to the
town of Arras, conferring on the Lodge there the power
of working his degree, under the name of ¢ the Eagle
and Pelican.”® Here, then, we have three Grand Mas-
ters in Paris at the same time."

This anomaly, added to the prevalence of schism
amongst the Brethren,” and perhaps a suspicion of the
real character of the hauts grades, threw the Order into
disrepute, and caused its proscription.”® The first note
of opposition was sounded by the States of Holland, in
an edict forbidding the meetings of Masons under heavy
penalties. This was followed by the prohibition of
Louis XV. against French Masonry;"” by the bull of
.Pope Clement XII. ;* the edict of the Council of Berne;
and the act of the Associated Synod of Scotland.

These severe measures, however, do not appear to have
created a proportionate sensation, or to have prevented
the meetings of the Lodges, although a few arrests were
made at Paris by the police;® for in 1763 we find the
Jesuits, in the face ofP the papal bull, establishing a
Chapter in the college of Clermont,® in which they prac-
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tised several newly manufactured degrees® for the exten-
sion of the Order.2 These were founded on the system
of Ramsay.® Some say it originated with the Chevalier
de Bonneville,* and other distinguished persons in the
court of France; and is thought by some to have been
named the Chapter of Clermont from Louis de Bourbon,
prince of Clermont, who was at this time Grand Master
of the fraternity in France. The Grand Lodge now de-
clared itself independent of England, and returned its
charters, hoping, by such an accession of power, to heal
the schisms, which were springing up on every side. In
the Chapter of Clermont the famous Baron Hunde,?
though a member of the protestant church,® contrived to
obtain admission. The lessons he learned here formed
the nucleus, in his prolific mind, for a new series of seven
degrees, which he introduced into Germany, under the
imposing title of * Tempelorden, or Orden des Stricten
Observantz.” His great and final secret was, that every
Muson is @ Knight Templar®

The hauts grades were now divided into three orders
or classes®—the Masonry of the Jesuits;* Templary ; and
Hermetic Masonry.® The latter consisted of ninety de-
grees.® In 1758 we find the first mention of a French
Chapter, called *the Emperor of the East and West.”s
The order practised by this fraternity consisted of twenty-
five degrees,* partly adapted from existing materials, and
partly inventeg for the exclusive use of the Chapter, and
to attract the lovers of novelty to its standard.® This
Chapter was the first which conferred on its members
the title of ¢ Sovereign Prince Masons.”® These de-
grees soon spread over the whole continent of Europe,
and irregularities of every kind prevailed.¥ In 1761 the
Count de Clermont, who had resigned the Grand Master-
ship, recommended as his deputy a dancing master, of
the name of Lacorne, which disgusted the fraternity so
much that they refused to meet him, and he was uncere-
moniously l'ef'ectéd; but, unfortunately, he had friends
amongst the lower classes of Masons, who formed a new
Grand Lodge, and placed him at its head; on which the
count withdrew his protection from Lacorne, and appoint-
Chaillon de Joinville to the office of Grand Master.

To put an effectual period to these dissensions, the
King of Prussia assumed the title of Grand Master of the
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Sublime and Ineffable degrees throughout the two hemi-
spheres; and coustituting his Grand Lodge on a sound
basis, he succeeded in reducing the system into some kind
of order.® He appointed deputies in the different king-
doms of Europe, and authorised Chaillon de Joinville, his
deputy,® the Grand Master of the Order in France, to
convene & Grand Consistory of Princes of the Royal
Secret at Paris,* for the purpose of granting a patent to
a Jew, called Stephen Morin, constituting him an In:
spector General for the introduction of the system into
the New World, with ample powers to appoint deputies,
to constitute Chapters, and to perform every other duty
appertaining to his high oftice.# It is thought that Morin
introduced Sublime Masonry, as it was called, into Eng-
land. We have evidence that he proceeded to St. Do-
- mingo,” and there exccuted his delegated authority* for
propagating thé hauts grades throughout the New World,
personally,“ and by deputation.®

The King of Prussia at length extended the Order by
the addition of eight degrees,® making the number thirty-
three, as they stand at the present time.” In 1767 a patent
was obtained from the Duke of Beaufort to place the
Lodge of Amity at Berlin,® under the Grand Lodge of
England, by the new appellation of Le Royale York de
P’Amitié, whieh name was adopted in honour of H. R. H.
the Duke of York, who was there initiated into Masonry
while on his travels.®

A new candidate for Masonic favour now appeared, in
the persoa of Count Zinnendorff,* who introduced a sys-
.tem of Masonry® fabricated from the reveries of Baron
Swedenburg,’? blended with the Scotch and Swedish
degrees,® Templary, and St. Johun’s German Masonry ;*
and an adept, of the name of Wilhermotts, initiated into
it Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick; and Prince Louis
George Charles of Hesse Darmstadt became its Grand
Master.®® At the same time the Baron Hunde employed
himself in promulgating his Stricten Observantz system,*
superseding the Rosaic,” which had been peculiarly
attractive from its numerousorders and decorations.® He
was subsequently joined by two other adventurers, called
Leucht® and Shubard,® who recommended the division
of the Order into two grand classes, to be denominated

Strict Observanee® and Lax or Late Observance.®
)

-2
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So many degrees of Ecossais, or Scotch Masonry, exist-
ed in France, that it is next to impossible to reckon up
the number® Every new series was asserted to be a
fresh importation from Scotland, when, in fact, they were
all indebted for their origin to France and Germany.
T'he Order appears to have been carried on with great
spirit, for in 1765 a superb hall with corresponding
apartments for the accommodation of the fraternity, was
érected at Marseilles, which was magnificently decorated
with allegorical painting and sculpture, representing
subjects from the Old and New Testaments ;* an evident

roof that the Brethren there were not tainted with the
infidel opinions which at this period had made their
appearance in some of the French Lodges, and accom-
panied the propagation of.the high degrees.®

In 1770 numerous Lodges and Chapters, tired of the
schisms which rent the venerable Order into sects and
discordant parties,® each of which asserted its individual
purity and authenticity in opposition to all others, placed
themselves under the authority of a Grand Lodge at
Lyons,” called the ¢ Loge des Chevaliers Bienfaisants de
la Saint Cité,® of which the Duc de Chartres,® after-
wards Orleans, was appointed the Grand Master,” and
he named the Duc de Luxembourg as his deputy. It
had two hundred and sixty-six Lodges under its jurisdic-
tion.” Subsequently the Masons in Paris formed them-
selves into a Grand Lodge, called the Grand Orient, in
which the Loge des Chevaliers Bienfaisant was merged.”
The Duc de Chartres was constituted the Grand Master
of the united body, and proclaimed it, by manifesto,” to,
be the sole governing body of Masons on the continent
of Europe ;" and after a protracted struggle of some years
duration, he succeeded in establishing its claim to the
title.™

About this time the celebrated cosmopolite, Baron
Knigge, was initiated into Masonry, whose name flou-
rishes so prominently in the history of illuminism.® He
became a Knight Commander, with the characteristic
name of Eques a cygno,” and meeting with one Scroe-
der,™ at Marbourg, he was completely fascinated.” These
worthies were followed by Gugomos,” Scroepfer,® and
Stark,2 who introduced an extension of the Hermetic
Masonry, including Rosicrutianism,® magic, alchymy,
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divination,* nec¢romancy,® and many other occult arts,
into the high degrees of Masonry, and were very successful
in making converts.® They secured Dom. Pernetti, and
formed the project of enlisting Hunde into their scheme.”
These charlatans soon quarreled, and each set up a sepa-
rate system ;* and were followed by numerous other ad-
venturers, for whose names even I have not space here,®
until the original plan of Freemasonry, the true appli-
cation of its symbols, and its obvious and beneficial ten-
dency, were lost and swallowed up amidst the chaos of
new inventions. General assemblies were convened
year after year, at one place or another, with the avowed
purpose of settling these differences, and restoring the
society to its primitive gurity; but they failed to pro-
luce any abatement of the general grievance.

PART III.
MASONIC SOHISMS.

* A partir de ce moment, les doctrines qui n’osaient se produire au
grand jour se dresstrent une tribune dans les Loges; et I'on y en-
=eigna la cabale, la magie, les évocations, la devination, I'alchimie,
11 théosophie, et cent autres sciences non moins vaines et non moins
décriées. Des churlatans éhontés mirent & contribution la guriosité et
la cr dulité des Macons, le caractire si simple et si sublime & la fois
de la Magonnerie fut corrompu; son but si vaste et si généreux fut
mis en oubli; I'égalité et la fraternité qui en forment la base; la
concorde, Paffection et la dévouement, ses inévitables effets, furent
foul s aux pieds; et la société Magonnique n’offrit plus qu'un assem-
blage d’exploiteurs et d'exploités, de fripons et d’imbecilles, aux-

uels se mélaient quelques esprits droits et honnétes, qui faisaient
H’inutiles efforts pour s’opposer aux progrés du mal.” —CLAVEL.

All the evils, enumerated in the former part of this
lecture, arose from the absence of unity amongst the
Lodges, and of Grand Lodges which could not act in
concert.® Under such circumstances the debasement of
the noble Order appeared inevitable, and hundreds of
legrees were fabricated and promulgated in the Lodges,”
to the great detriment of the.OQrder, and scandal of the
worthy Brethren of symbolieal Masonry.®  Scores of
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different systems were in operation at the same time,
each patronised and defended by able advocates in every
station of life % '

The complaint that the Lodges and Chapters of this
period were schools of scepticism,” need not excite our
astonishment ; for the court of France, and the whole
country, were tainted with infidel opinions.” A system
cf materialism was openly promulgated® in le petit Elu,”
und the Chevalier du Soleil,® or Prince Adept® A
great sensation had been created in the Grand Lodge of
England, by these inereasing innovations, which covered
pure Masonry with disgrace ;' and with a view of apply-
ing a remedy, the English Grand Master, Lord Petre,
entered into & negotiation with the Prince of Hesse
Darmstadt, the Grand Master of Gérmany ; and a mutual
compact was formed, which confirmed to the Grand
Lodge .at Berlin the sole authority in Germany, thus
anuihilating the Strict Observance ‘of Baron Hunde,
which had been the author of much strife and confusion
in that country.! This compact was confirmed by the
King of Prussia, who erecte«f) the Berlin Grand Lodge
into a body corporate.

The ladies of this dge appear-to have been extremely
zealous in the cause of Masonry.? We have already seen
that they had their Lodges,® in which certain degrees
were conferred.* In 1776 an institution of this kind was
founded, called the Mopses, which included both males
and femalgs® 1t derived its name from the figure of a
mastift’ (Mops), which was the chief symbol, denoting
tidelity.® It had ceremonies of initiatiou, signs, words,
and tokens, and other marks of recognition; and the
symbols admitted of u moral explanation.” The ladies
now assumed to themselves an exclusive title, and termed
their places of celebration, ¢ Lodges of Adoption.”
Several of these pleasing assemblages were held in differ-
ent parts of the continent,’ under the protection of the
Grand Orient, and Le Mere Loge du rite Ecoseais Philo-
" sophique;” and the Duchess of Bourbon was solemnly
installed their :Grand Mistress.! '

The Masonic schisms in France continued to gain
strength.!! In 1776 another claimant to the honour of a
governing body made its appearance, and adopted the
style of Le Mere Loge Ecossaise de France,'? and con
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ferred twelve new degrees,”” which were termed philo-
sophical. They became popular, and for many vears
sustained their rank, having the Marquis de la Rochefou-
cault Bayers for their Grand Master.”* Two years later
the Lodge of Perfect Union at Reunes promulgated a
new degree, called Le rite des Elu de la Vérité, which
was cabalistic;® and a few years afterwards the cele-
brated Count Cagliostro founded at Strasburg his Egyp-
tian Masoury.” In 1780 the Order of Freres initiés de
I’Asia was instituted by the Baron Ecker d’Eckhoffer,
Professor Spangenberg, and the Count Webna, in Austria.
The members were a section of the German Rose Croix."
In 1782 a new and attractive Order sprang up, consisting
of ninety degrees, which was called the Order of Mizraim,
or Le rite Orientale.”® It made its appearance in Italy,
and -was said to have been brought from Egypt by a
learned Egyptian, of the name of Ananiah.® 1t was soon
transplanted into France, and flourishes there at this
day; although it was subsequently shown to have been
invented and brought to maturity by two Jewish
Masous, called Bedarride,® and doubts are entertained
whether it be so old as the commencement of the present
century.®

About this time another daring impostor appeared
upon the Masonic stage, and introduced a systemn more
complicated and dangerous than any which preceded it.?
The notorious Weishaupt promulgated his Illuminism,
on some such plan as the old Vehme Gericht,* with the
secret intention of overturning altar and throne, and ele-
vating the empire of reason upon the prostrated shrines
of Christianity.® It consisted of uine degrees,® which
he would willingly have identified with Freemasonry ;7
but though he doubtless found many recruits amongst
the fraternity,” who bitterly repented when the results
of his scheme became apparent,® yet he did not succeed®
in establishing any specific union or communion with
our noble Order.®

The Grand Orient finding itself unable to maintain
any longer the stand it had taken on the three craft
degrees,® agreed, in 1786, to admit four of the hauts
grades into its system.® These were the LElu® the
Ecossais, the. Chevalier d’Orient, and the Rose Croix.®
But it went a step further, and consented to incorporate
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into these the substance of many others; the latter
however, remaining essentially the same as the degree of
Prince Charles Edward, sometimes called the degree of
the Eagle and Pelican.®

At this period a most unprincipled divine, called
Bahrdt,” presented himself before the Masouic public.
He openeg a Lodge of Masons by the name of L’Union
Allemande des Vingt-deux, at Halle, in Gerwmany, under
the protection of the Prince of Anhalt-Bernburg, on cos-
mopolitical principles, which he affirmed he had learned
in England. At first it promised to be successful ; but
was at length put down by the Grand Lodge, because
he acted without a charter;® and being thus prohibited,
he formed a more extensive plan, which he promulgated
under the imposing title of *the German Union;"® it
flourished for a time, but was ultimately suppressed.*

The famous Masonic assembly at Wilhelmsbad" was
attended by delegates from all the continental Lodges,
and from those of every quarter of the globe. The object
of this meeting was to discover the origin of the Order,
whether it was ancient or modern; and to regulate the
degrees, ceremonies, and observances, so as to place it
on some permanent footing of uniformity. It did not,
however, contribute much to the ends for which it was
convened ; for we find Cagliostro,”? Mesmer, and others,
agitating the Masonic world by the promulgation of the
Egyptian Androgyne Masonry, under the patronage of
M. de Montmorency, prince of Luxembourg;® and the
former was conspicuously prominent during the proceed-
ings of the Masonic convention at Paris;# where he had
the audacity to propose that, in order to conciliate his
patronage, the continental Lodges should not only adopt
his rite, but destroy all existing documents.

In 1783, circulars were issued by the Grand Lodges
of Frankfort-on-Maine, and Wetzler, announcing that the
fraternity of those districts had returned to the practice
of pure Eclectic Masonry, as it was promulgated under
the sanction of the Grand Lodge of England ;¥ thus
excluding the cabalistic reveries of Gugomos, Scroeder,
Stark, and Cagliostro;* and in the same year the Grand
Lodge of the Three Globes, at Berlin, came to the reso-
lution of excluding all the Brethren from their assemblies
who had embraced Illuminism.¥



OF FREEMASONRY. 19

Two years later, the Royal Order of H. R.D. M. resumed
its functions at Edinburgh ; and several eminent persons
were admitted to its mysteries.® The King of Great
Britain was pronounced the ex-officio Grand Master of
the Order; the D. G. Master presiding at its meetings
under the name of Wisdom.® After the first panic caused
by the French revolution, and the death of Grand Muster
Orleans,® had in some degree subsided,® although all
other secret societies were strictly prohibited, and Le-
franc,”® Barruel,® Robison,* and others, pretended to
trace its horrors to Freemasonry, the Order began to
revive amongst the continental nations. Profcssor Fess-
ler, the G. M. of the Royal York, at Berlin, revised the
statutes ; regulated the meetings of the society, and con-
ferred six new degrees.®® At his earnest solicitation, the
King of Prussia® tolerated three Grand Lodges at Berlin,
and their affiliations. The meetings of all others, how-
ever, were strictly forbidden.”

The hauts gmdes, thirty-three in number, were origin-
ally divided into seveun classes,® but subsequently subsided
down to five,”—1, Symbolical Masonry; 2, Elu;® 3,
Ecossais ;8 4, Chevalier d’Orient ;® 5, Rose Croix. These®
represented all the hauts grades until the year 1799, when
other Orders of thirty-three degrees were instituted ;#
and particularly a celebrated one at Namur,® called the
Rite Ecossais Primitif, which differed essentially from
those of the Rite Ancien et Accepté;® and another at
Milan, instituted by Grand Inspector General ’yron.®
But in most of these innovations—which usually bore
either one or other of the above names®—the degree of
Kadosh was most prominent.® These irregular proceed-
iugs produced great disputes,” each Grand Lodge usserting
its suprémacy—the rest being obstinately contumacious ;"
and no prospect appeared of any immediate settlement of
the dispute.” In 1804, a new Grand Lodge, or a new
organization of an ancient rite, which was attempted, by
the formation of a Supreme Council of the Rute Ecossus
arcen et accepté, made a rapid progress in public opin-
ion, and became so formidable, that the Grand Orient
thought it prudent to hold out terms of conciliation.
Indeed, the contending Grand Lodges began to be aware
that great mischief to the society in general might be
produced by such an appearance of insubordination : and
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the two chief parties, the Grand Orient and the Supreme
Council® (the former having now adopted all the thirty-
three degrees which had been reimported from America™
in the preceding year), were mutually desirous of some
equitable compromise. Practising precisely the same
rites, they at length consented to an union, in the enjoy-
ment of equal privileges;” but the details appear to have
been inadequately arranged, for disputes arose among the
Grand Officers,”® and in the succeeding year the bond of
amity was broken, and the covenant aunulled.” So much
confusion was created by the measure, that my limits will
not suffer me to enter on the subject;™ but the Grand
Orient was desirous of being considered the head of the
thirty-three degrecs in France, and authorized its Lodges™
to collect and practise other additional degrees, although
[ am ignorant of the number; but they excluded from
their system the order of Misraim ;** while the Supreme
Council of the Rite ancien endeavoured to extend its
influence by the establishmer” in Paris of a Grand Con-
sistory of Princes of the Royal Secret,® and installed the
officers on the 24th September, 18056.2 And in the next
year, the Prince Cambacéres was installed the Thrice
Puissant Sovereign Grand Comimander of the Rit ancien,
honorary Grand Master of the rite of H.R.D. M. of Kil-
winning, in France, and Grand Master of the Mére Loge
du Rit Ecossais.

About the year 1809, a body made its appearance in
Paris, calling itself the ¢ Chapitre Metropolitain de
France.” This body practised a very extensive system
of sublime Masonry, which was divided iuto several series
of degrees, amounting in the whole to nearly a hundred.®
In 1810 new concessions were made to the ladies, who
were freely admitted to the privileges of Musounry. The
“Dames of Mount Tabor,” and other androgynal instita-
tions, appeared in France,* and were liberally supported.
The most recent rite of this description which lpﬁnd, is
termed the ‘Persian Philosophers;”® it contained ten
degrees. But these female institutions were never al-
lowed in our own country.
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PART 1V.

“The fair fabric of Masonic splendour was planned, and reared, and
finished for durability. It has withstood the shocks of tine, the revo-
lutions of ages, tie concussion of empires, and the convulsions of hostile
contending nations. While everything unsolid in nature falls; while
kings and kingdoms are lost in the vortex of revolutions; and thrones
crumble into ruin, and totter und fall from their basis, Masonry towers
ubove all that is awful and ruinable in pature’s realm, stands unmoved
as the mountaiu rock. She has passed safely through the dark ages of
superstition and bigotry, when wars and commotions convulsed the world
to its centre, and when_ change seemed to sway a sceptre of universal
empire.”

l:'From an Address of the Masonic National Convention of America, 1843,

The fourth and concluding part of this long lecture
will be applied to a brief consideration of Freemasonry
as it exists at the present time. Countinental Masonry
has been ;t)lurged, in a great measure, from most of the
evils which it contracted from the innovatious of char-
lataperie during the last century; aund although a great
number of degrees still remain purtially in practice, their
tone is greatly subdued, and the mil an& unassuming
purity of English Masonry has contributed to produce a
change, which cannot fail to operate beueficially for the
institution, in the opinion of all unprejudiced persons,
although they may not be members of the society.

The French Lodges enjoy great latitude with respect
to conferring degrees ;* some using one system and some
another ; and some blending and practising rites partak-
ing of the peculiarities of ull,” to the amount of eight hun-
dred at the least.®* The Grand Orient and the Supreme
Council of the Rit ancien have once more come to an
amicable understunding,® although it appears improbable
that they will ever cordially assimilate, without great
and almost organic changes in the constitution of both ;*
for the former having a republican tendency, and the
latter being monarehical and aristocratical, the chances
of u permanent union hetween them are not very great.

In England the system is limited to the symbolical
degrees,” the Royal Arch, and Templary. Mark Ma-
sonry is practised in some of the Lodges or Chapters,®
but it is by the tolerance, and not by the sanction of
the Grand Lodge.® The Supreme Royal Arch Chapter

‘s connected with the Grand Lodge; the former hold-
-2+
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ing its Convocations, and the latter its Communications,
juarterly. The Grand Mastership of Craft Masonry,
the first Grand Principal of the Royal Arch, and the
Grand Prior of Knighthood, having been for years united
in the person of the late Duke of Sussex, a Grand Con-
clave, however, had not been held for many years,” till
it was convened by the Grand Sub Prier in December,
1843, to deliberate on the choice of a successor to his
Royal Highness. Since the union of ancient and modern
Masons in 1813, the Order has progressed satisfactorily,
and is conducted as an institution of peace, harmony, and
brotherly love ought to be.

In Scotland the Lodges are strictly prohibited from
practising any other than the three degrees, called St.
John’s Masonry ;% and the genuine Templars of that
country are 80 jealous of any extrinsic interference,” that

“instead of endeavouring to augment their numbers by the
establishment of new Kncampments, they have made
their rules so stringent, and the admissions so expensive, .
that they hope in a few years there will not be more than
two or three Priories in Scotland.*

In Ireland the Grand Inspectors General possess the
power of conferring any of the thirty-three degrees of the
Rit ancien et accepté ; but they do not avail themselves
of it. They limit their system to fourteen or fifteen
degrees,”® the chief of which is the Rose Croix,'® conferred
by the Grand Council of Rites, which was established in
1836 under the auspices of the Duke of Leinster.! The
Grand Chapter of the Rose Croix, previously in existence,
considered this movement as an infringement on their
rights, and solemnly protested against it. The dispute
at length threatening to violate the peace of the society,
in February, 1845, a mutual compromise was effected, by
the exertions of the Duke on the one part, and Henry
O’Connor, Esq., on the other ; and harmony was restored
by the permanent union of these two governing bodies.?

There are eight Grand Lodges in Germany,® some of
which work all the high degrees, whilst others confine
themselves, after the example of England, to the works
of blue or symbolical Masonry.* Switzerland possesses
two constituent authorities—a Directory of the refined
Scottish rite at Basle, and a national Grand Lodge at
Berne. The former clains to be recognized as a sovereign
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and independent power by ull the European Graund
Lodges, and to have the acknowledged right of conferring
all the superior grades, although in practice it confines
itself to craft Masonry only. In Sweden Masonry
flourishes abundantly, and is nobly patronized.* The
Brethren contend that it was derived from the Templars,
and practise a modification of the system of Baron
Hunde.®! The rest of Europe being under the domina-
tion of papal supremacy, disallows Freemasonry;' al-
though a few Lodges are believed to exist in Spain,
Portugal, and Italy.®

In America, the hauts grades are practised under the
authority of one Supreme Council,® which professes to
extend its authority over the two hemispheres, as they
are technically called, comprising, however, only North
and South America, Terra Firma, and the Canary Islands.”
This Supreme Council possesses extensive powers, and
delegates to Consistories, and to individuals," the privi-
lege of forming Lodges, Chapters. Councils, Colleges,
Grand Councils, and Consistories,’? for practising and
admitting candidates to all the degrees of Frcemasonry
which are known and acknowledged throughout the
whole extent of its territorial jurisdiction ;* and under
this ample authority, the hauts grades, to an incredible
nuinber,* are conferred in the New World.

The nomenclature of this island comprehends some
degrees which the Continental Masons reject; as, for
instance, the Mark and Past Masters, Excellent, Super-
excellent, &c. And there are many degrees which are

ractised in a desultory forin,” in various Lodges; but
in no individual Lodge or Chapter that I am acquainted
with, are they practised as parts of a system.* But the
are all used occasionally by our Scottish, Irish, Conti-
nental, or Transatlantic Brethren, although many of the
rites which I have described, have become extinct. To
conclude this lecture, I subjoin the names of a hundred
and fifty degrees, which have not been before mentioned.!

1, Adonhiramite Masonry;*® 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, Adoptive,?
or Female Freemasoury,® five degrees ; 7, African Archi-
tects, Order of ;* &, Alcantara, Knight of ;2 9, Annun-
ciation of the Virgin Mary, Knight of the ;® 10, the
Architect;* 11, Ark and Dove;*® 12, Knight of the
Royal Axe;® 13, Knight of the Red Cross Sword of
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Babylon ;¥ 14, the Banquet of Wisdom ;* 15, Knight of
the Black Cross;® 16, Knight of the Black Mark ;* 17,
Knight of the Brazen Serpent ;* 18, Knight of the Burn-
ing Bush ;2 19, the Cabalistic Philosopher ;* 20, Knight
of Calatrava;* 21, Chief of the Twelve Tribes ;% 22,
Chief of the Tabernacle ;* 23, Order of Christ;* 24,
Knight of Christ ;* 25, Knight of the Christian Mark
and Guard of the Conclave ;® 26, Knight of the Cohens ;¥
27, Knight of Constantinople ;* 28, Knight of the Cross ;¥
29, Crowned Adept, or Master of the Key of the Temple ;¢
30, the Diocesan ;4 31, Knight of the Eagle;* 32,
Knight of the Eagle, and Sovereign Prince of the Rose
Croix de Heredom ;* 33, Order of the East ;¥ 34, Kunight
of the East and West ;¥ 35, Knight of the East, or the
Sword ;* 36, Eclectic Masonry ;* 37, Elected of the
Truth;* 38, Elected Knight of 9;2 39, Elected of
Perignan ;® 40, Elected Brother ;* 41, Elected Grand
Master, or Illustrious Elected of 15 ;*® 42, Elysian
Knight ;* 43, Emperor of Libanus ;" 44, English Haro-
dim ;* 45, Grand, Elect, Perfect, and Sublime Mason ;*
46, Grand Master Architect;® 47, Grand Patriarch ;*
48, Grand Pontiff ;2 49, Grand, or superintendent Scotch
Master ; 50, Knight of the Golden Key ;* 51, Knight
of the Golden Lance ;* 52, Knight of the Heavenly Band,
or Zodiac;® 53, Heroine of Jericho ;% 54, Knight of the
Holy Ghost ;# 55, Harmony Universal ;% 56, Knight of
the Holy Sepulchre, or Grave;® 67, Holy and thrice
Illustrious Order of the Cross ;" 58, the Initiated Bro-
thers ; 69, Intendant of the Buildings, or Master in
Israel 5 60, Intimate Secretary ;* 61, the Illustrious
Brothers ; 62, Order of Joachim ;® 63, Knight of St.
John the Baptist ;7 64, Jordan Pass ;™ 65, Illuminated
Theosophists ; 66, Knight of Kadosh ;* 67, King of the
World ;* (8, Knight Adept of the Eagle, or Sun ;2 69,
Knight of Malta;® 70, Koight Templar;* 71, Knight
of the 9th Arch ;* 72, Knight of Mahadou ;* 73, Knight
of Lazarus,” 74, Knight of the Lilies of the Valley ;*
76, the Lk ;® 76, Knight of the Lion;* 77, Mark
Master ;* 78, Master of all the Degrees ;* 79, Knight of
the Magnetic Rose ;* 80, Mediterranean Pass;* 81,
Melchizedek, or the Royal Priest;® 82, Menatzchims,
Council of ;% 83, Knight of St. Michael ;7 84, Knight of
the Moruning Star, or Hope ;* 85, Most Jixcellent Master ;®
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86, Knight of the Mother of Christ ;' 87, Ne plus ultra ;!
88, Elec;ed of the new Jerusalem ;? 89, Order of true
Masons ;* 90, Past Master ;* 91, Knight of Patmos;* 92
Patriarch of the Great Light;® 93, Perfect Knight;” 94,
Perfect Master 2 95, Perfect Master Architect ;* 96, Per-
fect Prussian;® 97, Kuight of the Pheenix;" 98, Phi
Beta Kappa ;2 99, Philippian Order ;* 100, the Preadam-
ites;* 101, Prince of Jerusalem;® 102, Prince of the
Taberunacle ;' 103, Prince of Mercy, or Scotch Trinitarian ;"
104, Prince of the Royal Secret ;'* 105, Provincial Muster
of the Red Cross;® 106, Provost and Judge;® 107,
Prussian Knights, or Noachites ;* 10S, Red Cross Knight ;2
109, Red Cross of Rome and Constantine ;® 110, Knight
of the Redemptinm ;% 111, Knight of the Rose Croix ;*
112, Rose Croix of the Grand Rosary ;* 113, Knight of
the Triple Rosy Cross ;7 114, Royal Arch ;* 115, Royal
Ark Mariners;® 116, Royal Master ;® 117, Knight of
the Sacred Mountain ;¥ 118, Scotch Fellow Craft ;3 119,
Scotch Master;*® 120, Secret Master ;* 121, Secret Moni-
tor ;* 122, Select Master ;* 123, Knight of the Star
124, Friend of St. John ;® 125, Knight of St. Stephen ;®
126, Knight of St. John of Jerusalem ;* 127, Knight of
the South ;% 128, Sovereign Grand Inspector General ;2
129, Sovereign Commander of the Temple at Jerusalem ;%
130, the Sublimes;* 131, Sublime Kuight Elected ;¥
132, Sublime Master of the Luminous Ring;® 133,
Knight of the Sublime Porte;? 134, Superexcellent
Master ;* 135, 136, 137, Symbolical Masonry;® 138,
-Teutonic Knights;*® 139, Theoricus ;* 140, Knight of
the Three Kings ;® 141, Kunight of the Triple Period, or
3, 5, 7, and 9 ;® 142, Kuight of the transparent Light ;*
143, The Friend of Truth, or the Aletophylote;® 144,
Order of the two Eagles;* 145, Master of the Table of
Emerald ;7 146, Venerable Grand Master of all Symbo-
lical Lodges, Sovereign Prince of Masonry, Master ad
vitam ;* 147, Order of the Vessel ;* 148, Knight of the
White Cross;® 149, Knight of the White Eagle, or
Pelican ;# 150, the Wrestle.® ’
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NOTES TO LECTURE XXV,

! At the commencement of this lecture I ought to remark, that from
the abandance of materials which lie hefore me, 1 am apprehensive that
it will extend to an unusual length, even though they be gondensed to
the narrowest poesible limits. The history of the hauts grades i8 in-
volved in such obscurity, and so mixed up with fraud and imposture, that
it may be difficult to come at the truth in every particular. Facts have
been so much distorted by system makers, and so exaggerated by those
who have endeavoured to wrest them from their true purport, to lend a
countenance to absurd and improbable theories, that the whole record
has become a mass of inextricable confusion. The following attempt,
therefore, at placing before the Masonic world a consistent account of
their origin and design, will, it is hoped, be received with indulgence.

* “Since the ancient Jews did ot think it repugnant to reason to
distinguish the divine essence into three lights, assigning them names
very nearly resembling those by which we denominate the three hyposta-
s of the Christian trinity; and since they affirm that number 1n God
does not destroy his unity ; since also the system of emanations, issui
from, and returning into, the abyss of the divinity, was so generally admit
into the theology of those pagan nations, whose sole guide in formin,
that theology is averred to have been the light of reason; we are justifi
in asserting that this doctrine, though not founded uJ)on reason as a basis,
is by no means destitute of its dccided support and concurrence. The
basis upon which it rests is far more noble as well as durable—divine
revelation, strengthened by the most ancient traditions, and the consent-
ing creed of nearly all the kingdoms of the Greater Asia.” (Maur. Ind.
Ant. vol. 5, p. 774.

3 In the document called the Charter of Colne, the following account
of the origin of the name of Freemasonry is promulgated.—* 1t does not
appear to us, that before the year 1440, this society was known by any
other name than that of Joan's Brothers; and they then began to be
called at Valenciennes Free and Accepted Masons, at which time, in
some part of Flanders, by the assistance and riches of the brotherhood,
the first hospitals were erected for the relief of such as were afflicted with
St. Anthony’s fire. Although in the exercise of charity and benevolence
wve neither regard country nor religion, yet we consider it both necessary
and prudent to initiate no one into our mysteries, except those who, in
the society of the uninitiated and unenlightened, prqjgss the Christian
reiigion. By the examination and proving of those who seek for initia-
tion into the first, or E. A. degree, no hodily torture is used ; only such
an examination as is necessary to prove a healthy body and good under-
standing.”

41t v!v;a.s practised in early times under the several appellations of Lux,
Noachide, Mesouraneo, Philosophy, Geometry, Fratemitas Latomorum,
&c. &c., as its operative or speculative divisions prevailed.

6 Thus our constitutions direct, that—* No Lodge shall, :n any pre-
tence, make more than five new Brotheis on one day, unless b dispensa-
tion ; nor shall a Lodge be permitted to give more than one degree to a
Brother on the same day; nor shall a higher degree in Masonry bo eon-
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ferred on any Brother at a less interval than one month from his re-
ceiving a previous degree, nor until he has passed an examination in open
in that degree.”

° 'T'he Master’s degree, in the early part of the last century, was not
conferred indiscriminately, as it is now. By the old charges it was only
necessary that a Brother should be a Fellowcraft to be eligible to the
office of Warden or Master, and this degree qualified & noble Brother
for the Grand Mastership of England ; indeed no one was called a Mas-
ter Mason till he had become the Master of his Lodge. A Fellowcraft,
or even an E. A. P., was allowed to offer his opinion in Grand Lodge,
and consequently possessed a vote. And the old constitutions provided,
that all motions made in Grand Lodge should be submittd to the peru-
al, even of the youngest Apprentice ; the approbation and consent of a
majority of all the Brethren present being necessary to make the same
binding and obligatory. And any cne, above the degree of an E. A. P,
was capable of representing the Master or Wardens in Grand Lodge
during their absence, provided he attended with the proper jewel of
office. It appears, therefore, that a Brother might enjoy all the privilegm
of the Craft without being a Master Mason. At the constitution of a
new Lodge it was ordered, that “ the Lodge being opened. the new Mas-
ter and Wardens, being yet among the Fellowcrafts, the Grand Master
shall ask his deputy whether he has examined them, &c.”

7 Which merit is now ascertained by certain specified qualification
questions, that the candidate is expected to answer in each degree before
he can be admitted to a higher grade.

8 The probations of the spurious Freemasonry were very severe. A
drawn sword was opposed to the candidate at his very entrance into the
cavern of initiation, “ from which,” says Maurice, “in the virtuous ob-
stinacy of perseverance, be received more than one wound. The inflexi-
bility and firmness of his character being thus tried, and steel itself in
vain opposed to him, he was admitted through the north gate, or that
of Cancer, where a fire, fiercely glowing with the solstitial blaze, scared,
but could not terrify or retard the determined aspirant. He was com-
pelled to pass throug{; this flame repeatedly, and was thence burried to the
southern gate, or that of Capricorn, where the solstitial floods awaited
him. Into these floods his exhausted frame was instantly plunged, and he
was obliged to swim in them, and combat with the waves till life was at the
last gasp. The dreadful rite of purification was not yet over ; he was now
doomed to undergo a rigid fast, which lasted fifty days. He was then
beaten with rods for two days; and during the last twenty days of his
trial, he was buried up to the neck in snow.” (Ind. Ant., vol. v. p. 991.)

® Mr. Cole, the editor of the American Freemasons’ Library, says,
“ There are, I am bold to assert, but four degrees in ancient Freemason-

. This opinion accords, not only with the sentiments of the oldest and
best informed Masons, with whom I have conversed, but is also agree-
able to written and printed documents ; some of the latter of which are
almost as old as the art of printing.” And yet, in regard to the Select
Master's degree, “ we know of no degree in Masonry that has a more
needful, or more important connexion with another, than the Select with
the Royal Arch. Yt(,)ﬁlls up a chasm which every intelligent Mason has
observed, and without it, it seems difficult, if noet impossible, to compre-
hend clearly some of the mysteries that belong to that august degree.”

w Smith says— The harmony of the brotherhood in Germany was
greatly disturbed, about the middle of the last century, by the introduc-
tion of principles and conceits quite new in Masonry. The propagators
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of these novelties being mostly necessitous persons, they in a manner
subsisted upon the spoils of their deluded adherents. They pretended to
a superior mwledge in the science of Masonry, and took upon them-
selves the appellation of the Reform of the North, under which name
they assembled for some time ; but at last their principles were inquired
into by the true Brethren, and found to be inconsistent with true and
good Masonry, and therefore they fell to the ground.” (Use and Abus~,
. 183.

P u Azd by changing the names of existing degrees, a system of con-
fasion was introduced, which has never been effectually rectified, even
to this day. Thus the Royal Order of Kilwinning, which was esta-
blished or revived by Robert Bruce, and hence acquired the name of Le
rite ancien Kcossais, is sometimes named the Eagle and Pelican, the
Rose Croix, Rosy Cross, or Harodim. See a lucid article on this point
in the F. Q. R. for 1843, p. 493, which contains some valuable informa-
tion on this sabject.

1 The author of the Religions Begebenheiten says, that “ Men of
rank and fortane, and engaged in serious and honourable pablic employ-
ments, not only frequented the Lodges of the cities wherc they resided,
but journeyed from one end of France and Germany to the other, to
visit new Lodges. or to learn new secrets or new doctrines. I saw con-
ventions held at Wisimar, at Wisbad, at Kohlo, at Brunswick, and at
‘Wilhelmsbad, consisting of some hundreds of persons of respectable sta-
tions. I saw adventurers coming to a city, professing some new secret,
and in a few days forming new Lodges, and instracting in a troublesome
and expensive manner hundreds of Brethren.”

3 The first innovation appears to have been attempted at the very
beginning of the century, anmﬁ»re the revival of Masonry in England.
In 1716, we learn that the Chevalier Magon Kcossais, and still higher
degrees of Masonry were much in vogue in the court of France. The
refining genius of the French, and their love of show, made the humble
denominations of the English Brethren disgusting, and their passion for
military rank, made them adapt Freemasonry to the same scale of public
estimation, and invent ranks of Macons Chevaliers, ornamented with
titles, and ribbands, and stars. Thcse were highly relished by that vain
people. gtobison, P- 29.)

Y All ihe sublime degrees of Masonry were established before the
year 1776, when illuminism first made its appcarance.

15 Preston speaks slightingly of these innovations. In 8 letter to the
Freemuasons’ Magazine (1794) he says— That there are and have been
impostors, who have introduced modern fanatical innovations under the
sanction of secrecy, to deceive the credulous and mislead the unwary, is
a truth beyond contradiction ; and that sach impostors may have in-
truded themselves into the assemblies of Masons may be also trae. But
I will take upon me to say, that such associations are unconnected with
the genuine tenets of Masonry, which, according to the universal system,
never countenance deception, nor do the regular patrons of the Craft -
ever sanction imposture.”

16 An accurate and excellent writer in the F. Q. R. (vol. v. p. 32),
88, “ the vast number of grades, orders, and rites in France, is a fear-
ful lesson to the Mascnic world ; and from it we should all learn to live
in brotherly love and unity, to obey cheerfully all constituted authori-
ties, and above all, to avoid those internal schisms and feuds, which have
caused such evils in & neighbouring land. It is the spirit of insubordi-
nation which produced all the various and eonflicting erders and riteg
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in France ; and similar effects have followed similar causes in other parts
of Europe. Englaed is now happily free from any such dissentions, and
long may she continue 8o, and be the temple of gennine Masonry. Under
a wise Masonic government, equally averse to sunction needless immova-
tion, or to repress useful improvement, our Order will be established on
s firmer basis, and equally honoured by the initiated and the profane.”

7 There are systems still on the continent which include many more,
as we shall see during the progress of this lecture ; und I have beture me
a lis’ of nearly one thousand degrees, which have been, or are now prac-
tised, under one or other denomination of I'reemasonry.

18 The tradition is, that in 1150, some foreign Masons, under the pro-
tection of Alexander III., who were exiles from their own couuntry, built
the abbey of Kilwinning. They estublished a Masons’ Lodge, and kept
aloof from the inhabitants. From this primitive Lodge 5; Order in
Scotland took its rise; “and the rites,” says Laurie (p. 56), * continued
for many ages in their simplicity, long after they had been extinguished
in the continental kingdoms.”

¥ Mr. Palgrave, in his Rise and Progress of the English Commor.-
wealth (p. 157), traces the Vehmic Order of Westphalia to a much more
remote period. He considers it as * the original jurisdiction of the old
Suxons, which survived the subjugation of their country. The singular
and mystic forms of initiation ; the system of cnigmatical phrases; the
use of the signs and symbols of recognition, may probably be ascribed
to the period when the whole system was united to the worship of the
deities of vengeance before the altars of Thor and Woden.”

% These vague traditions are numerous ; but fortunately it is not very
difficult to separate truth from falsehood. What share the Templars
may have had in the introduction or preservation of Craft Masonry is
another question. Archdeacon Mant eays— These knights were all
Freemasons ; from some of the Syrian Christians, who had yet retained
the mysteries of the Craft, they received their initiation, and no one was
admitted into the Templar’s seciety before he had been prepared by
reception into the three degrees of Masonry. But the jealousy of the
Roman pontiffs of anything which was to be kept secret from them, was
the bar to this motive of their meeting being avowed ; therefore, under
the protection of their pious charity and gallant bearing, they were
enabled to contimue the practice of their mysterious ceremonies undis-
turbed. The fact is undisputed, and indeed the Templars have been
accused of Masonry, and Masons taunted with their descent from the
Knights. We glory in the charge ; we are proud to think that we have
received our rites through the hands of those zealous defenders of
Christianity, than whom a more noble or gallant body of men were
never linked together by the bonds of brotherhood, or persecuted by the
bitterest malignity of avarice and jeaJonsy. These were the men who,
returning from the Holy Land, brought with them the true principles of
Freemasoury, and patronising tlie operative branch also, re-established
the Order on its true basis. It is not intended to asscrt that there was
no speculative Masonry in Europe before this time, the contrary has
been expressly declared ; but the T'emplars restored, in many particulars,

rts of the ceremonies, which had become corrupted, to their proper
?:rm.” (Pocket Comp. p 54.)

3 The Abbé Grandidier has preserved, following the registry of a list
of Masons at Strasburgh, valuable information relating to the association
which erected the eathedral in that city. This edifiee, one of the master
pieces of Gothic architecture, was commenced in 1277, under the direo-
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tion of Hervin of Steinbach, and was not completed till 1439. The
Masons who took part in the erection of this building consisted of
Masters, Fellowcrafts, and Apprentices. 'The place where they assem-
bled was called Hiitte (Lodge), which has the same meaning as the Latin
word maceria. They made an emblematic use of the utensils of their
profession, and carried them on their standards. The principal of these
were the square, the compasses, and the level. They recognized each
other by the private signs, and they called the sign by which they knew
each other, by word, das wortzeichen, and the salute, der gruss. The
Apprentices, the Craftsmen, and Masons, were received with ceremonies,
which were kept secret. . They admitted, as affiliated Brethren, persons
who did not belong to the trade of masons; and they used the famous

Masonic symbol ﬁ (Clavel. Mag. Pittoresque, p. 86.)

® Tt is, however, said that Masonry wus first established at Kilwin-
ning. I find in the notes to a poem, published at Paris in 1820, en-
titled, “ La Magonnerie,” that “Jacques, Lord Stewart, recut dans sa
loge a Kilwin en Ecosse, in 1286. le Comptes de Glocester et Ulster,
I'un Anglois, I'autre Irlandois.” And it 18 further asserted that there
are only four origival EKncampments in England at the present day;
these are at Bristol, London, Ba:h, and York. They are termed Encamp-
ments of Baldwin, and profess the association to have been established
from time immemorial, thus claiming a very high antiquity ; indeed
they consider it to be coeval with the return of Richard Cceur de Lion
‘rom the Holy Land, A. p. 1195.

# According to the testimony of Baron Westerode, who wrote in
1784, this is not the most ancient of the high degrees of Masonry. He
says that the Rose Croix was instituted amongst the Templars in Pales-
tine, A. . 1188 ; and that Prince Edward, the son of Henry III., was
. admitted into the Order by Raymond Lulle, in 1196.. Its founder, he
says, was au Egyptian priest named Ormesius, after he had been con-
verted to Christianity. (See the whole account in the Acta Latomo-
ram, vol. i. p. 336.)

# A member of the Scottish Order of the Temple writes to me thus :
“ The Knight Templars were not Freemasons ; nor was there any attempt
to fraternize with them till after the reformation in Scotland, a. p.
1562-80, when a few of the disbanded esquires, &c., got up an Encamp-
ment near Stirling ; and these, being under no head, and initiating whom
they pleased, the system of Masonic Templarism sprang up. If they
ever had the true ritna!, it soon underwent many variations; so that
scarcely two Masonic Encampments practised the same ceremonies. I
mentioned to you, I think, in my last letter, that the Chivalric Order of
the Temple had always beea kept up in Scotland. As in the days of
old, there can be but one Grand Master of the Order in the world at the
same time. How the Masonic Templars ever drcamed of electing a
Grand Master is to us incomprehensible. They may as well make a
ll:leﬁonic Order of the Bath or Garter, and elect a sovereign at its

% In England and Ireland, as the Concilia Magnea Britannize shews,
the Templars were put down, and the Knights compelled to enter the

receptories of their opponents, the Knights of St. John, as dependants.
[n Scotland, Edward, who bad overrun the country at the time, endea-
voured to Il];\ursue the same course; but, on summoning the Knights to
appear, only two, Walter de Clifton, the Grand Preceptor, and another,
came forward. On their examination, they confessed that all the rest
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had fled ; and, as Bruce was advancing with his army to meet Kdward,
nothing farther was done. The Templars being debarred from taking
refuge either in England or Ireland, had no alternative but to join Bruce,
and give their active su%port to his cause. Thus, after the battle of
Bannock Burn, in 1314, Bruce granted a charter of lands to Walter de
Clifton, as Grand Master of the Templars, for the assistance which they
rendered on that oceasion. Hence the Royal Order of H. R. D. M. was
frequently practised under the name of Templag.

% There is another version of this tale which is al fabulous.
“ It is feigned that a certain Templar called Aumont, and seven others,
disgnised as mechanics, or operative masons, fled into Scotland, and there,
secretly, and under another name, founded another Order ; and, to rne-
serve as much as ible the ancient name of 'l‘empllra, as well as
to retain the remembrance of the clothing of masons, in which disguise
they had fled, they chose the name of Masons, in conjunction with the
word Franc: thus formed Franc or Free Masonry. They preserved
their bond of union, and formed themselves into a society, which, instead
of conquering or rebuilding the temple of Jerusalem, d found sym-
bolical temples, consecrated to virtue, truth, and light, to the honour of the
Great Architect of Heaven and Earth.” (F. Q. R. vol. i. N. 8. p. 501.)

%7 Has this circumstance any reference to 8t John's Masonry ?

% Of the two steps of which it consists * the latter onI{ is an Order of
Knighthood. It is besides the oldest and perhaps the only genuine Order
of Mascnic Knighthood ; as in it there is an intimate relation between
the sword and the trowel, which others try to shun. There is a peculiari-
ty about this Order which distinguishes it from nearly all other Masonic
({rders of Knighthood ;—no Iodge or Chapter, in short, no charter is
legal unless emanating from the Grand Lodge in Scotland ; or unless
the Grand Master or the Deputy Grand Master of the whole Order, him-
self grants one, or empowers, under very peculiar circumstances, a Pro-
vincial Grand Master to do it for him.” }F. Q. R. ut supra, p. 496.)

# T find the following hieroglyphic of this event in an old Masonic
publication, which is thus noticed by
Thory :—“ A. D. 1314.—Robert Bruce,
roi d’Ecosse sous le nom de Robert 1°¢r
crée, le 24 junin, apres la bataille de Ban-
nockburn, 'Ordre de St. André du Char-
don, auquel fut uni, depuis, celui de H.

D. M. en faveur des Magons Ecossais
qui faisaient partie des trente mille hom-
mes avec lesquels il avait battu une armée
de cent mille Anglais. Il se réserve &
rerpétuité, pour lui et ses successeurs,
e titre de Grand Maitre. 11 fond, la
Grande Loge Royale de I'Ordre de H. D.
M. a Kilwinning.” (Acta Latom. vol. i.

p- 6.) :

% Tnstead of ‘the church, however, the author of the Manuel de I'Ordre
de Temple asserts, that the excommunication was falminated by Larme-
nius, the reputed Grand Master of the Order, because they assisted Bruce,
and “ bathed their swords in bloody Bannock Burn.” “Ego denique,”
says the document, “ fratrum supremi conventus decreto, e supremo mihi
commissa auctoritate, Scotos 'I'emplarios ordinis desertores, anathemate
percussos, illesque et fratres sancti Johannis Hyerosolyma, dominiorum

militise spoliatores, quibus apud denm misericordia, extra girum Templi,
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nune et in futuram, volo, dico, jubro.” The very existence, however, of
Larmenius i3 doubted by some; while others assert, that “ John Mark
Larmenio secretly succeeded the Grand Master of the Templars, the
unfortunate James de Molay, who rea:lested him to accept the dignity.
In concert with some knights who had escaped the proscription, he
invented different signs of words and actions, in order to recognize and
receive knights into the Order secretly, and -by means of a novitiate,
during which they were to be kept in ignorance of the object of the asso-
ciation, which was to preserve the Order, to re-establish it. in its former
glory, and to revenge the deaths of the Grand Master and the krights
who perished.with him : and when the qualities of the new member were
perfectly well known, the grand secret was to be confided to him, after a
most formidable oath.” (Llorente, Hist. Eng. c. 41.) '

3 Aprés la mort de Jacques de Molay, des Templiers Ecossais itant
dévenue apostats, & l'instigation du Roi Robert Bruce, se rangdrent sous
les bannidres d’un nouvelle ordre institue par ce prince, et dans lequel
les receptions furent basies sur celles de I'Ordre du Temple. (Manuel de
I'Ordre du Temple.)

» The Grand Conclave of the Scottish Order of the Temple, in its
Statutes recently published, tells us, that “ the institution of the Royal
Order by King Robert, after the Battle of Bannock Burn, bas led somnc
historians to suppose that the Templars were identificd with that body ;
and when we consider that for centuries that Order was connegted with
the higher grades of Masonry, which in our own day have been recog-
nized by the Templars, it is not surprising to find that this error has
been very prevalent. M. Thory, in his Acta Latomorum, gives an
account of the Royal Order, otherwise called the Order of H. D. M. of
Kilwinning, but does not attempt in any way to combine it with the
'lemple. %ndeed. no such amalgamation ever took place.”

3 The Royal Order, or at least its Grand Lodge, had ceased its func-
tions ; and had there not been a Provincial Grand. Lodge in England in
a state of activity, the Order must have been aunihilated.

# These ceremonies are believed to have been introduced by the
Culdees, (Cultores dei), in the second or third centuries of the Christian
era. Operative masoury existed in Britain at that cra, as is evidenced by
the bui{:ieing of a church dt York, and a monastery at Iona; and it was
in active operation before the twelfth century. The monks brought by
King David into Sci tland, were the Tyronenses, a branch of the Beune-
dictines, who not orly patronized the arts and sciences, but retained
among them in the monastery various kinds of Craftsmen. In this way
a connection seems to have been formed between the ceremonies of
the operative masons and the ceremonies first introduced by the Culdees,
and the result seems to have been the Masonic degree of H. R. D. M. ;
which was instituted partly to give a Christian explanation to Craft Ma-
sonry ; for the ceremonies of reception bear some resemblance to the
miracle plays or mysteries prevalent at that ea.rlg' period in the Romish
Church. As the candidate was initiated by the lecture, this degree
appears to have been formed on a different model from those of the
K nights of the East, Rose Croix, &c., which sprang up in the last century.
Before the institution of the Order of H. R. D. M., no lecture, beyond a
few moral observations on the working tools of the Craft, was ever ten-
dered ; and the same practice is still generally followed in Scotland.

Tt is not supposed that Bruce gave any secret signs or tokens along
with the accolade; these, with the lecture, were probably added by the
Masonic Fraternity shortly afterwards ; the degree of Knighthood being



OF FREEMASONRY. 33

the highcst step at which a Mason could arrive. The rank of R.8. Y. C.
S. termiuated his career. and qualified him, ever afterwards, as a mem-
ber of the Grand Chapter. i

* When a brauch of the Order is established in any other country, the
Chapters are permitted to grant the degree of H. R. D. M. only; and
these are placed under the superintendence of a Prov. G. Lodge,
which of itscif is not empowered to confer any degreo whatever. The P.
G. Master, however, receives the power, with proper assistance, of confer-
ting the honour of the R. S. Y. C. 8. within his proviace ; and a fee is
paid for edch degree to the head of the Order in Scotland for registra-
tion. .

3 A legal indegodmtlodgeor Chapter of the Qrder is an impossi-
::ielity‘.m All ﬂg\ jons at such meetin%s are irregular, and can ﬁever

acknowlédged.

® The Royal Order of Scotch Masonry takes no notice of the Royal
Arch degrecs, which arc a mere sequel to the Master Mason’s degree ; and
bence it is concluded that they were not in existence when the Royal
Order was established. '

® A Lodge of Craft Masonry was held at Canterbury in 1429, under
Grand Master Chichely, as appears from the Latin register of William
Molart, Prior of Canterbury, in manuscript, (p- 38), in which are
nqmed Thomas 8tapylton, the Master ; John Morris, Custos, or Warden ;
with fifteen Fellowcrafts, and three Entered Apprentices, all there uumed.

® Anderson says, “ King James 1., who hn«f received bis education in
]‘i)l:‘glnnd, proved the best i{ing of Scotland, the patron of the learned,
aud countenanced the Lodges with his presence, (A. p. 1424.) as the
Royal Grand Master. According to the traditions of Scottish Masonry,
be settled a revenue of 4l. Scots., to be paid by every Master Mason in
Scotland to & Grand Master chosen by the Grand Lodge, and approved
by the crown, oue nobly born, or an eminent cler%eymu, who had his
dfﬁpﬂties in cities and counties ; and every new Brother, at entrance, paid
lim also a fee.” (Const. p. 126.

“ The Brotberhoed of Strasburgh became famous throughout Ger-
many in the fiftcenth centary. All other Lodges acknowledged their su-
periority, and it received, in conscquence, the title of Haupte Hiitte, or
Graod Lodge. The Lodges under her jurisdiction were those of Suabia,
Hésee, Bavaria, Franconia, Saxony, Thuringia, and the countries border-
ing on the Moselle. The Masters of these Lodges assembled at Ratisbon,
n 1459, and drew up the act of confraternity, which established, as the
sole and perpetual Graund Master of Germuny, the head of the cathedral
at Strasburgh. The Emperer Maximilian confirmed thie act, in 1498 ;
und the diploma was renewed by Charles V., Ferdinand, and their succes-
sors.  Another Grand Lodge, which existed in Vienna, and from which
Sprang the Lodges of Hangary and Styria, us well as the Grand Lodge of

rich, which had in allegiance to it all the Lodigee of Switzerland, had
fecourse to the Brethren at Strasburgh in all cases of a grave and .
doubtful natare. "It possessed an independent and sovereign jurisdiction ;
and judged, without the power of appea}, all canses which were brought
before it, according to the statutes of the society, which were revised and
rinted in 1663. (Clavel, ut supm.&

*® In Switzerland, however, the Order was proscribed before the above
period ; for the Brethren having been so imprudent as to meddle with
matters of state, their Grand Master, Stephen Ritlzislorfer, was summon-
ed before the Diet ; and, as he did not appear, the system was probibited
throughout the Helvetic confederation.
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® The Prince Frederick of Nassau, who was Grand Master in Holland,
in 1819, procured, under the certificates of the four Lodges of La Haye
and Delft, a document in English, f;ofessing to be a procés verbal of
a Lodge of Freemasons existing at Haye, in 1637, under the name of
*The Valley of Peace;” and it gave an account of the establishment of
another ge, of the same name, at Amsterdam, on the 8th of May,
15619. (Clavel, p- 124.)

“ This fact is recorded in a curious document called the Charter
of Cologne. The Lodges were holden at the following places :—

London, governed by Lord Carlton.
Edinburgh, ‘“ “ John Bruce.
Vienna, “ “ Fs. Von Uj
Amsterdam, woow Cornelius Banning.
IP;aris, :: :: Iv)_e_Colligni.
ons, irienx.

Franofort, “ John Seroeder.
i!ambnrg, :: :: gloﬂgmn.

ntwerp, acobus Prepositus
Rotterdam, “ o A. Nobel.
Madrid, represented b, Ignatius de la Torre.
Venice, s w [Elﬁ.,
Ghent, ooow Jacob Uttenhoven.
Konigsberg, oo« Falek.
Brussels, . “ Nicholas Van Noot.
Dantzig, “oou Philip Melancthon.
Middleburg, “oou Huiseen.
Bremen, ¢ “ ‘Woomer Abel.
Cologne, woou Harmanus.

‘Why are Strasburgh and its dependencies omitted in the above list ?

4 This dearth of authoritative records is unfortunate, although it
arises out of the security which is one of the fundamental principles of
the Order. Well might an eminent Mason exclaim : “ He who collects
materials for a history of this society, acts & more important part than
all the monkish chroniclers put together, who have left 8o many journals
of the pious inactivity of their brethren!”

# During the fourteenth century, the Templars had come to honourable
terms with the Hospitallers, and lived together in the same preceptories,
Various royal charters mention this fact, and speak of the two Orders in
distinct terms. Private charters of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries
mention the Templars and the Templar lands, without any allasion to the
Hospitallers ; so that, although the two bodies lived together, some at
least of their lands were not in common. At the Reformation in Scot-
land, the existing Preceptor embracing Protestantism, resigned the whole
property belonging both to the Hospital and the Temple, and received
from the crown a charter conveying them all to hirself under the title of
Lord Torphichen. Fhe Templar portion of the preceptory, who adhered
to the Roman Catholic religion, placed themoelves under David Seton,
nephew to Lord Seton; , although they occasionally admitted Pro-
testants into the Order, yet it continued in the hands of the high church
‘party till the end of the last century. The Grand Master, Viscount

ndee, was slain at Killikrankie, with the Grand Cross of the Order
on his person. Prince Charles Edward Stuart was admitted at Holy-
rood, September 24, 1745, and became the Grand Master, which office
he held till his death, when Mr. Oliphant, of Bachiltar, was elected, whe
died in 1795.
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@ Tt may be observed here, that an old Scottish tradition rclates that,
although the abbeys were the stated places of ibitiation, yet, in fine
weather, the Fraternity usually assembled on the summit of the nearest
hill, especially on public occasions, and marcied in procession to the
places where they were to dine.

# The preseat Stirling Masons assert that their predecessors in the
Lodge had an old charter, from Kiog David L. of Scotlund ; but that it
was not to be found in 1736, when the Grand Lodge of Scotland was
formed. They have, however, a copy of what they believe to have been
the original charter. 'The language appears to have been modernized.
In the preamble it alludes to a number of unskilled workmen that had
come ** to work at our abbey of Cambus Kenneth, aud ither parts o’ this
town and neabourhood ; and also have crected Lodges contrary to the
rules of Masonry ; and being desirous of putting a stop to such unskilled,”
&c. Oue clause is carious.  “Item. And that you mack, instruck, and
teach the Masonry of St. John iv all its points and secrets, and as like
belted knights, and cross legged knights with armour, for the care and
keeping of our holy religion; and all times of meeting se there be no
scurrility or banning among you in the Lodge ; and such offending shall
forfeit and pay five pounds Scots. ; the one half to the Lodge, the other
half to the altar of St. Mary’s to say mass for their soul.” It purports
to bz signed at Edinburgh, 5th-March, 1147, before these witnesses—
“ Prince Heory, my son; Earle John of Monteith; Earle Duncan of
Lennox ; Herbort, Bishop of Glasgow ; Robert, Bishop of St. Andrews.”

® The Masons had been accused for many years, as the Brethren them-
selves assembled at Cologne testify in 1535, of various misdemeanours ;
and they enter seriously on their justification, not ouly by a prom%!, denial,
but by a succinct account of the true design of the Order. (Sec F.Q. R,
1841, p. 290.

® Barruel, however, expressly asserts that the whole system of Ma.sonrr
was derived from the Templars. “The whole of your school,and all
your Lodges,” says he, “descend from the Templars. After the extinction
of their Order, & certain number of criminal knights, who had escaped
the general proseription, formed a body to perpetuate their frightful
mysteries. They formed adepts who were to perpetuate and transmit
from generation to generation the same mysteries of initiation, the same
oaths, &c. These mysteries have descended to you, (Freemasons,) and
you perpetuate their impiety, their oaths aud hatred. Such is your
origin. Length of time, the manners of each age, may have varied some
of your signs, and of your shocking systems ; but the essence is the same,
and the plots are similar. You would not thiuk it, but every thing be-
tra}ed your forefathers, and every thing betrays their progeny.” (History
of Jacobinism, vol. ii. E 318.)

8t A talented living Brother isFPersuaded that the Templar’s Order has
been preserved in the system of Freemasonry from the period of its pro-
scription. These are his words: “I am fully convinced that the Order
of the Templars was received by them, (the Masons,)and to our days
preserved, with its constitution, ceremonials, and titles, as a Christian
Order. This is well attested by the Grand Lodge of Kilwinning, and
several Conclaves established in Scotland, England, Ireland, and par-
ticularly in France.” (Husenbeth’s Essay, in the F. Q. R. 1839, p. 29.)

& A singular coincidence is recorded by Clavel, (p. 355,) which ap-
pears to give a colour to the hypothesis which assimilates ‘I'emplarism
with Freemasonry. He says that, in the seventeenth century, there was
discovered in Germany, within the grave of a Templar, who died before
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the dissolution of the Order, a stone inscribed with sundry diagrams con-
nected with Freemasonry, vis., the square and compasses ; the pentalpha ;
the celestia’ sphere ; a star of five points, and several other stars. The
Masonic 4% i3 also found on Templar monuments.

% The d.sign of Freemasonry, as declared in 1535, had “no other ob-
ject than to be benevolent without ostentation; and without turning
aside from the straight path of duty, to persevere in endeavouring to im-
prove our understanding.” (Charter of Cologne.)

™ In the Statutes of the Order of the Temple, promulgated in the last
century, five degrees only were allowed. 1, Adepts of the great black
ea%le of St. John; 2, Eastern Adepts; 3, Adepts; 4, Secret Initiates ;
5. Initiates.

% The priestly Order of the Temple is still much practised about Bel-
fast, and was at one time well known in England. I suspect it was the
highest of Baron Hunde's seven degrees, composed for the Lodge of
Strict QObservance. In the north of England, and at Bristol, it is amal-
gamated with the Rose Croix ; a degree practised there and at Newcastle.
It differs, however, not only inter se, but also in many particulars from
the Rose Croix of France.

% The French treat Templarism as a cosmopolite Order, and divide it
into two general classes, I'Ordre du Temple, and I'Ordre d'Orient; the
latter originating the former. Egypt was the cradle of the Order of the
Fast ; its chiefs being priests and legislators, and its occult rites being
carefully withheld from the profane. Thay were indeed allowed to see the
emblems, but remained perfectly ignorant of their interpretation. Moses
and Aaron, hsvin‘g been initiated, ar¢ said to have adopted the mysterious
arrangements of Egypt, in classing the Levitical priesthood. From this
source, the continental Masons trace this Order through the two St.
Johns to the crusades; and make Larmenius the link to connect the
ancient Grand Masters of the Temple with those of the modern rite prac-
tised among themsclves. In conformity with this principle, they affirm
that *“the Order of the Temple has never ceased to exist in France,
under the government of successive Grand Masters, who have added a
lnstre to the institution by their virtues and exalted rank.”

& In the middle ayes, Masonry was conducted by operative men, although
the abstract principles of speculative Masonry were dilated on in the
Lodges. A curious legend is preserved respecting the erection of Roslyn
chapel, which may rcfer to the third degree. I extract it from Willis's
«Pencillings by the Way.” “ The master mason of this edifice, meeting
with some difficulties in the execution of his design, found it necessary to
o to Rome for information, d1ring which time his apprentice carried on
the work, and even executed some parts concerning which his master had
been most doubtful ; particularly the fine fluted column, oruamented with
wreaths of foliage ans flowers twisting spirally around it. The master,
on his return, stung with envy at this proof of the superior abilities ot
- his apprentice, slew him by a blow of his hammer. The whole interior
of the chapel is excessively rich. The roof, capitals, keystones, and
architraves are covered with sculptures. On the architrave adjoining
the apprentice’s pillar, is engraved the sententious inscription, *forte est
vinum ; fortior est rex; fortiorcs sint mulieres; super omnia vincit
veritas.”” This inscription refers to the degree of the Knights of the
Red Cross.

& We find, however, in 1663, an injunction to the following effect :
“‘I'hat every person who is now a Freemason, shall bring to the Master
a note of the time of his acceptation, to the end that it may be enrolled
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in such priority of place as the Brother deserves; and that the whole
company and fellows may the better know each other.” (Rules, iv.)

® How much socver the ceremonial may have been altered in modern
times, partienlarly siuce the Christian era, it was always connected with
buildrs ; and it exhibits probably the most ancient method of conferring
the fitedom of a craft or trade. Indeed, about the eleventh century,
and afterwards, every admission to a craft, and even into an order of
knighthood, was accompanied with a religious pantomime, secret or
public. These exhibitions had always some typical meaning; but the
cereonial was frequently preserved after the meaning was lost. At no
time, however, was the particular trade, or order of knighthood, illus-
trative of, or instituted for, or arose out of, the pantomime; but the
latter was uniformly adopted as a mere ceremonial attached to what was
considered the main object, viz., the formal admission of a member into
the Society. Thus Freemasonry was a religious ceremony, actual or
typical ; and the initiations were considered a purification of the candidate
before he was admitted to the privileges of the Craft.

® Jt may be right, however, to mention here, that about the end of the
sevenbeentﬁ century, a speculative order was instituted by one Gabrino,
called “ the Apoc;}ypse ;" the governor of which had the title of Prince
of the Septenary Number. It ultimately became blended with the sub-
lime Masonic grades.

¢ The power of forming such Lodges appears to have been inherent
and unrestrained ; for, in 1717, we find the following Resolution Jaased
in the first Grand Lodge : “ That the privilege of assembling as Masons,
which had been hitherto unlimited, should be vested in certain Lodges,”
&c. Indeed, it is quite clear that a certain number of Masons assembled
together with the cousent of the civil magistrate, were empowcred to
practise all the rights of Masonry without any other sanction.

& It was determined * that the privileges of Masonry should no longer
be restricted to operative masons, but extend to men of various profes-
sit:lns. provided they were regularly approved and initated into the

er.”

® TFhory thus gives his opinion on these divisions and disputes, which
he thinks arose out of the difference of opinion respecting the origin and
design of the system : * Every person explained the three de, accord-
ing to his own private views. One said it was invented during the
crusades ; others affirmed that it existed of old in Egypt and in Greece ;
—that its doctrines might be assimilated with those of the Essenes, the
Pythagoreans, and other ancient sects. Some sought for its origin in
the reveries of Manes; while others thought they had found it in the
hermetical science, the cabala of the Jews, or in magic, theosophy,
pnenmatology, alchymy, &c.; and there were many who embraced the
opinion that Freemasonry originated with Christianity, because they
found it among the Guostics and Basilideans. From these conflicting
opinions numerous disorders sprang, which still remain unsettled.”

¢ ‘T'his, indeed, is the true design of the Order. * If,” says the author
of the Freemasons’ Lexicon, «if the spirit of Freemasonry could point
the inquiring mind to nothing but to the numbers who have beén initiated
into i‘s sacred mysteries, and the benefits which its disciples have conferred
upon mankind, from its commencement to the present moment, it would
still present a most extraordinary phenomenon—more extraordinary than
any other mysterious or profane order, of which it is certain that none
have ever, by their own strength, arrived at such a degree of greatness,
durability. and extension.”

-3
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% It has been asserted that Cromwell owed all his saccess to Freema~
sonry ; and that to render his system effective, and to facilitate his designs,
he distributed degrees “ into three different classes: the first consisti
of penetrating spirits ; the second of restless and unguia trits ; an
the third of credulous and superstitious spirits. Each of these classes
was instructed in one and the same doctrine, but inculcated in a very
different manner.”

% In his capacity of d patron of Masons, the king levelled the
footstone of the Royal Exchange, in solemn form, in 1667, which was
pened by the mayor and aldermen in 1669.

& « It appeared by the certificate of Jonas Moore and Ralph Gatrix,
the sarveyors appointed to examine the ruins, that the fire overran 373
acres within the walls, and burnt 13,200 houses, 89 parish churches,
besides chapels; and that 11 parishes within the walls only remained
standing. To this account may be subjoined the Royal Exchange,
Custom-house, Guildhall, Blackwellhall, St. Paul’s Cathedral, Bridewel,
the two Compters, fifty-two halls of the city companies, and three city

tes. The loss was computed at ten millions sterling.” (Anderson’s

asonry, p. 149.) .

® At this time “ particular Lodges were mostly held in London, except
where some great works were carried on. Sir Robt. Clayton procured
an occasional Lodge to meet at St. Thomas's Hospital in the year
1693, near which a stated Lodge continued long afterwards. Besides
the old Lodge at St. Paul’s, there was one in Piccadilly, another by
‘Westminster Abbey, Holborn, and Tower-hill. King illiam was
privately made a Mason, approved of the choice of Sir C>Wren, and
%reatly promoted the interests of the Craft.” (Freemasons’ Pocket

0

mp. p. 92.)

® fn ghe French Royal Arch, which was one of the earliest innovations,
there is a jewel with the letters I. V. I. O. L. (Inveni verbum in ore Leo-
nis), which are thus explained— Biblical history informs us, that the
Jews were slaves to the Egyptians, until redeemed by Moses to take
session of the promised land. We also learn from the annals deposited
in the archives in Scotland (?), that in a certain battle the ark of alliance
was lost in a forest, and found by the roaring of a lion, which had de-
voured a great number of the Egyptians who attempted to carry it away,
he keeping secure in his mouth ﬁle key of the ark. At the approach of
the high priest he dropped the key, and retired crouching and tame,
without offering the least violence to the chosen people.” In another of
these degrees it is asked—* What does Jackson signify? A. I am that
T am; which is the name of him who found the cavern where the lion
crouched that kept in his mouth the key of the ark of alliance which was
lost.” Now it is evident that the true meaning of Jackson was Jack’s-
son, or Jaques-son, the son of the exiled king.

™ The symbol of this degree was, “a lion, wounded by an arrow, and
escaped from the stake to which he had been bound, with the broken ro
still about his neck, lying at the mouth of a cave, occupied with certain
mathematical instruments.

7 « The constitution of English Masonry,” says Robison (p. 28), “ ap-
peared too coarse for the refined taste of .our neighbours, and they must
make it more like the occupation of a gentleman. Therefore the degrees
of Apprentice, Fellowcraft, and Master, were called symbolical ; and the
whole contrivance was considered either as typical of something more
elegant, or as a preparation for it. The degrees afterwards superadded
to this, leave us in no doubt which of these views the French entertained
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of our Masonry. But at all events this rank of Scotch Knight was the
first degree of the Magon Parfait.”

7 Toland, in his Pantheisticon, gives an account of a fraternity which
ne calls Socratica, or the Brothers Pantheistze. They are represented as
holding a Lodge ; and a ritual of the proceedings is given, viz., the cere-
monies of opening and closing, the admisgion of members into the different
degrees, &c. &c.

™ Robison asserts, that in 1716 there existud forty-five orders of Ma~
sonry, including fifteen chivalric degrees, interspersed with ranks of Phi-
losophe, Pellerin, Clairvoyant, &c. This assertion, however, is dubious ;
for though this author is often correct in his facts, his dates are frequenti
erroneous, and his conclusions distorted and untrue. At a later peri
there were only four Lodges in Paris, and nove at all in the French pro-
vinces.

™ They conferred a few new degrees, which they pretended were im-
ported from Ireland, and were therefore called * the Irish Master,” “ the
Perfect Irish Master,” “ the Puissant Irish Master,” &c.

7 The third degree was applied to the murder of Charles I. by Crom-
well and his adherents. .

7 Clavel says that « it was under the pretext of purifying Freemasonry,
but in reality with the design of increasing the adherents of the exiled
monarch, that the hauts grades were invented.”

7 « Affectionately attached to the family of Stuart and to his native
country, he had co-operated heartily with those who endeavoured to
employ Masonry in the service of the Pretender. and availing himself of
the pre-eminence given to Scotch Masonry, he labonred to show that it
existed, and indeed arose, during the crusades; and that there really was
cither an order of chivalry, whose business it was to rebuild the Christian
churches destroyed by the Saracens, or that a fraternity of Scotch Ma-
sons were thus employed in the east, under the protection of the Knights
of St. John of Jerusalem. He found some facts which were thought
sufficient grounds for such an opinion, such as the building of the college
of these Knights in London, called the Temple, which was actually done
by the public fraternity of Masons who bad been in the holy wars, It is
chiefly to him that we are indebted for that for Masonic chivalry
which distinguishes the French Freemasonry.” (Robison, p. 38.)

7 Ramsay changed the name of the degrees from Irlandais to Ecossais,
a3 he was a Scotchman by birth.

™ There exist great doubts, after all that has been said on the subject,
whether the true Templar’s order was ever officially connected with Free-
masonry. That many Templars might have become Freemasons is not
to be denied ; but it does not follow that there was any requisite con-
nexion between them. Indced it is asserted by many learned Brothers
that such connexion was never heard of before the time of Ramsay ; al-
though it is now implicitly believed in France, Germany, and Sweden ;
the cnd of all the rites of Kadosh, or the Templar, being the supposed
restoration of the Knights to their former influence and prosperity, and
the possession of Palestine. :

8 He began, like all other innovators, by exacting the most inviolable
secracy from his novices. He told them that “silence and secrecf' are
the very soul of the Order; and you will carefully observe this silence,
as well with those whom you may have only reason to suppose are already
initiated, as with thosec whom you may hereafter know really belong to
the Order. You will never reveal to any person, at present or hereafter,
the slightest circumstance relative to your admission, the degree you have
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received, nor the time when admitied. In a word, you will never speak
of any object relating to the Order, even before Brethren, without the
strongest necessity.”

% This was the second Lodge established in France, the first being
formed at Dunkirk in 1721 ; others soon followed, and the Lodges ulti-
mately became numerous. The Master was appointed for life.

% And he was commissioned by the Pretender as an agent to convert
his interest with the Masons to the advantage of his employer.

® And well it might ; for to use the words of a pious Brother—* Eng-
lish Masonry is the excellency of the fear of God; the Mason's Lodge
is the school of Christ, to all who wish to learn his discipline ; and every
Mason must, according to his sincerity in the mystic art, fear and obey
that God who made him, who redeemed him, and who every momeut
provideth for him. The true English Mason is not only instructed in all
those principles and sentiments which lead him to fear and obey his God,
but he also manifests in all his conduct the most constant and substantial
proof of it, by the love he exercises towards his fellow creatures.” (In-
wood’s Sermons, p. 212.)

# There are many reasons for believing that the system of Ramsay was
untainted with the infidelity which accompanied many of the new degrees
that were subse§uentl invented. The reason, therefore, why his code was
rejected by the English Masons, was simply because it was considered an
unauthorized innovation from ancient customs and usages.

% The construction of his “ Cyrus,” is a proof that Ramsay was a friend
of revealed religion. He says—* The Magi in Cyrus’s time were fallen
into a kind of atheism, like that of Spinoza, Zoroaster, Hermes, and Py-
thagoras, adored one sole deity, but they were deists ; Eleazer resembled
the Socinians, who are for subjecting religion to philosophy ; Daniel repre-
sents a perfect Christian, and the hero of this book a young prince, who
began to be corrupted by the maxims of irreligion. In order to set him
right, the different philosophers with whom he converses successively un-
fold to him new truths, mixed with errors. Zoroaster confutes the mis-
takes of the magi; Pythagoras those of Zoroaster ; Eleazer those of Py-
thagoras ; Daniel rejects those of all the others, and his doctrine is the
only one which the author adopts. The order of thes¢ conversations
shows the | ‘ogress of the mind ; the matter being so disposed, that the
atheist beco.nes deist, the deist Socinian, and the Socinian Christian.”

® It said that Ramsay avented the Royal Arch, and made it the highest
of all his degrees, and it may be to this that Robison alludes ; for it can-
not have been any of the three which are usually so styled. viz., the R. A..
of Enoch, of Josiah, or of Zerubbabel. Whatever it might be, it is
now obsolete.

& There were, however, very few Lodges in that country. Lord Har-
nouester succeeded Lord Derwentwater as G. M., and he was followed by
the Duc d’Antin. Ramsay was G. Orator, and worked his own degrees.

% We find the following passage in the Acta Latomorum, sub anno
1737 :—* About the end of this year, Lord Harnouester, being about to
leave the country, convened an assembly for the election of a G. M. The
king having heard of it, said that if the choice fell on a Frenchman he
should be committed to the Bastile. Notwithstanding this threat, the
Duc d’Antin accepted the office. and no further notice was taken of the
mattcr.”  But on the 27th December, when the Brethren assembled to
celebrate the festival of St. John in the Rue de Deux Ecus at Paris,
several arrests took place, and some of the officers were imprisoned.

®«11 iz well known,” says Presten (p. 246), “to the Masons of this
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country, that some men of warm and enthusiastic imaginations have
been disposed to amplify parts of the institution of Freemasoury, and in
their supposed improvements to have elevated their discoveries into new
degrecs ; to which they have added ceremonies, rituals, and dresses, ill
suited to the native simplicity of the Order, as it was originally practised
in this country. But in all these degrees, though probably rving
reprehension, as improper innovations on the original system of Masonry,
I can never believe that they have either proceeded from bad motives,
or could be viewed in any other light thun ax innocent and inoffensive
nmusements.” .

% (liavel has recorded a curious anecdote respecting the origin of
female Lodges, which it is difficult to credit. He says, that in the year
1741 a burgomaster of Holland baving heard of some grotesque exhibition,
which professed to be an exposition of Masonic secrets, caused himself
tu be proposed for admission, that he might judge of the correctness of
what be had seen ; and that he secretly [ﬁsced his daughter at a window
to be a witness to his initiation. The plan succeeded, and led to the
estahlishment of female Freemasonry.

# «The greater the obscurity of these new degrees, the more cariosity
was attracted to them, and none were more eager than the fair sex. Their
dressing-rooms were metamorphosed into secret schools, where the inter-
preting adept developed the mysteries, and the novice in ecstacy arpluuded
the mystery which was hidden from the vulgar. Little by little the
novice herself became an interpreter, and founded a Lodge of instruction.”
(Barruel, vol. ii. p. 344.)

% The female Order of Fendeurs was established in Puaris by the
Chevaliecr Beauchain in 1743, and it became extremely popular. The
Lodge represented a forest ; and the place of asscmbly was generally an
extensive garden, in the suburbs of Paris. Here the sexes met and
promenaded in couples, partaking of amusements which were mutually
agreeable.

% This Order had symbols and a vocabulary, which were exclusively
nautical. The candidate was said to make a voyage to the island of
Felicity, under the pilotage of the Brethren. It had four degrees,
called—1, the Cabin Boy; 2, the Master of the Vessel ; 3, the Chief of
the Squadron; 4, the Vice Admiral. The Grand Master was termed
the Admiral. The oaths both for males and females are curious. A
schism in the Order produced another Lodge, the members styling
themselves “ Knights and Ladies of the Anchor.”

3 The Elu degrecs had been previously in vogue, and were combined
with the Knights of the East, of the Eagle, the Elu de la Verité, the
Sublime Philosopher, and many others, which are said to have been in
full opcration before 1743.

% The number of Kadoshes appear to have been six; the Knight
Kadosh ; that of the Jesuits of Clermont; the Philosophical Kadosh ;
the Prince Kadosh; the Kadosh Prince of Death; and the Kadosh of
the Rit-ancien.

% « These Lodges were frequented by persons of all ranks, and of every
profession. The idle and the frivolous found amusement, and glittering
things to tickle their satiated fancies. There they became the dupes of
the declamations of the crafty and licentious abbés, and writers of every
denomination. Mutual encouragement in the indulgence of hazardous
thoughts and opinions, which flatter our wishes or propensities, is a lure
which few minds canresist. I can find no other way of accounting for the
company that I have sometimes seen in a Mason’s Lodge.” (Robison, p. 51.)
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#” And no wonder; for the influence of Cardinal Dubois, and the
young prince, afterwards Louis XV., had made scepticism a fashionable
accomplishment.

% Amidst this confusion ou the continent of Europe, symb. lical Ma-
sonry was flourishing in peace and harmony in England, and its Lodges
were extended to many other countries. Thus a petition from Bro.
¥rancis Byam, D.D., Master of the Court-house Lod;i::e, in the island
of Antigua, was received by the Grand Lodge of England, setting
forth that the Brethren had built a Lodge-room, where they intended to
meet for the future, and praying that it might be entered in the book
of Lodges, by the name of “ the Great Lodge of St. John's;” which
was granted with this addition—- the Great Lodge of St. John's in
Antigua.”

® At the head of the second class was placed the Royal Arch, which
is said to have been revived about thia period. And the thi